
 
 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations  
 

JOURNAL  

-OF THE-  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

 
JANUARY SESSION of the General Assembly begun and held at the State House in the City of 

Providence on Tuesday, the fifth day of January in the year of Our Lord two thousand and 

sixteen.  

 

Volume 143, No. 1  Tuesday, January 5, 2016 First Day  

 

The House of Representatives meets at the State House in Providence, Tuesday, January 5, 2016 and is 

called to order at 4:34 o’clock P.M., by the Honorable Nicholas A. Mattiello, Speaker  

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 74 members present and 1 member absent as 

follows: 

PRESENT – 74 : The Honorable Speaker Mattiello and Representatives Abney, Ackerman, Ajello, 

Almeida, Amore, Azzinaro, Barros, Bennett, Blazejewski, Carnevale, Carson, Casey, Chippendale, 

Corvese, Costa, Costantino, Coughlin, Craven, DeSimone, Diaz, Edwards, Fellela, Filippi, Fogarty, 

Gallison, Giarrusso, Handy, Hearn, Hull, Jacquard, Johnston, Kazarian, Keable, Kennedy, Lancia, Lima, 

Lombardi, MacBeth, Maldonado, Malik, Marcello, Marshall, McEntee, McKiernan, McLaughlin, 

McNamara, Melo, Messier, Morgan, Morin, Nardolillo, Naughton, Newberry, Nunes, O’Brien, O'Grady, 

Palangio, Phillips, Price, Regunberg, Reilly, Roberts, Ruggiero, Serpa, Shekarchi, Slater, Solomon, 

Tanzi, Tobon, Trillo, Ucci, Williams, Winfield 

ABSENT – 1 : Representative Canario. 

INVOCATION 

The Honorable Speaker presents Representative Winfield who delivers the Invocation and leads the 

membership in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Representative Amore introduces his niece, Grace 

Voll to sing the National Anthem. 

(For Invocation, see Appendix, this Journal.) 

APPROVAL OF RECORD 

By unanimous consent, the House Journal of Thursday, June 25, 2015, is approved. 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 2015 SESSION 

 

On motion of Majority Leader DeSimone seconded by Minority Leader Newberry, Representatives 

Edwards, Casey, Jacquard, Lima, Ruggiero, Marshall, and Trillo, the House adjourns the 2015 session, 

on a voice vote. 

OPENING DAY ADDRESS 

The Honorable Speaker Mattiello addresses the members of the House. 

(For Speaker’s Address see appendix of Journal) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Representative Canario is unable to attend session this week, January 5th through January 7th, 2016. 

Deputy Speaker Lima wishes a Happy Birthday to Senior Deputy Majority Leader Representative 

Marshall on January 4
th

. 

GUESTS 

Representative Lima welcomes to the House Chamber as a guest her 1
st
 campaign manager, Peter 

Marinucci (Chairman Providence Democratic Ward 15 Committee). 

 

Representative Trillo welcomes to the Chamber his wife, Marilyn Trillo. 

By unanimous consent, the House returns to: 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Representative Nardolillo announces a sky diving event which was held on September 20
th

 and raised 

$2,500 for the Rhode Island Food Bank and thanks all who took the legislative leap-Representative 

MacBeth, Representative McLaughlin, Representative Edwards, Representative Costa, Representative 

Lancia, Representative Barros, former Representative Knowles, and Nancy Phillips (wife of 

Representative Phillips). 

NEW BUSINESS 

House Resolution No. 7001 

BY Gallison, Marshall 

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING FATHER BERNARD TOAL ON THE 

OCCASION OF HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY {LC3028/1} 

Representative Gallison requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration. 

There is no objection. 
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Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Gallison seconded by Representative Marshall by 

unanimous consent, on a voice vote.   

By unanimous consent, the House returns to: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Representative McLaughlin wishes a Happy “17
th

” Birthday to House Page, Gabrielle DaCunha. 

Representative McNamara and Majority Leader DeSimone congratulate Speaker Mattiello on being  

named “Man of the Year 2015” by Go Local Prov. 

By unanimous consent, the House returns to: 

GUESTS 

 

Speaker Mattiello welcomes to the House his son, Tony who is a senior at Franklin Pierce University, 

along with his wife, Mary Ann. 

TRANSMITTAL 

By unanimous consent, all matters on the clerk’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to Her Excellency, 

the Governor, to the Honorable Secretary of State, and the Honorable Senate forthwith. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 5:05 o’clock P.M. on motion of Representative Fellela, and as a further mark of respect to the 

memories of Dave Barber, and Antoni Pasela; on motion of Representative Gallison, and as a further 

mark of respect to the memories of Maria Manuela Raposa, and Frank Sousa, Deputy Chief Bristol Fire 

Department; seconded by Majority Leader DeSimone and Minority Leader Newberry the House 

adjourns, on a unanimous rising vote. 

 

Linda M. McElroy 

Recording Clerk 
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APPENDIX 

INVOCATION 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS WINFIELD 

Dear God: As we begin the new session, in the New Year, we ask your blessing upon the men and 

women of this, the “People’s House.” Grant that we be good in thought, gracious in word and deed; and 

great in spirit. Grant unto us the resolve to fashion new ideas and solutions to benefit all our citizens, 

especially those who are struggling through difficult times. Amen 
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APPENDIX 

SPEAKER MATTIELLO’S OPENING DAY ADDRESS 

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back for our 2016 legislative session.   

 

This year, we will continue the House’s theme of improving Rhode Island’s economic climate and 

making us more competitive with our neighboring states.  

 

We made great strides in the 2015 session by enacting a pro-jobs, pro-economy budget which passed 

unanimously with bipartisan support.   

 

The dividends of this budget are already paying off.  I have heard from businesses that have hired new 

employees rather than continuing to pay the sales tax on their utilities that we eliminated in the budget. 

 

Thirty companies have applied for the new Rebuild Rhode Island program, one of several tools that 

were included in the budget to enable the Commerce Corporation to compete with other states in 

attracting new companies. 

 

Just last night, the Commerce Corporation awarded tax incentives to a Lincoln company that is adding 

25 new manufacturing jobs as a result of legislation that we included in the budget.  It was championed 

by Representative Joe Shekarchi. 

 

And there is a new buzz on the former I-195 land as companies show renewed interest in this important 

land in our capital city. 

 

We are truly making a difference in the lives of Rhode Islanders.   

 

Just consider the laws that just went into effect beginning January 1
st
, just five days ago, thanks to the 

efforts of those of us in this chamber last year: 

 

 Many Social Security recipients will no longer have to pay the state income tax. 

 We raised the minimum wage and the tipped minimum wage, and we increased the earned 

income tax credit to help our working families.   

 We tightened campaign finance law to rebuild the trust of the public. 

 We enacted landmark racial profiling standards to encourage better relations between the 

minority community and our police officers. 

 We are cleaning up cesspools to protect the environment that we enjoy in the Ocean State. 

 

And there is much more work to accomplish in 2016. 

 

My goal is for all of us to work collaboratively to continue to address “jobs and the economy” and the 

two pillars that are essential for an improved economic outlook – infrastructure and education. 

 

I strongly believe we are moving our economy in the right direction.  Our unemployment rate is down 

and our economic indicators are trending upward.   
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But we can, and we must, do better.  We need to still work on providing competitive tax policies to 

attract good companies. We need to ease the regulatory burdens that currently exist. 

 

I will be attending the Small Business Administration’s annual Economic Summit this Friday and I look 

forward to hearing the suggestions directly from the business community. 

 

We will continue to work with Governor Raimondo and the Senate to support programs to help our 

economy and attract good paying jobs to our state.  I encourage good ideas from all of you on either side 

of the aisle. 

 

Let’s work together and continue to grow our economy. 

 

It is critical that we address our state’s infrastructure.  It is unacceptable that our roads and bridges have 

been rated as the poorest in the nation. Companies rely on our roads to safely transport goods and 

services to conduct their daily business.  

 

The Governor brought us a very ambitious proposal near the end of the last session to fix our roads and 

bridges. The House needed more time to weigh the proposal and receive an economic impact study.   

According to the study, it seems the truck toll proposal is best for the economy.  A lot of the cost gets 

shifted to out-of-state truckers. 

 

However, before we consider the Governor’s proposal, the House Finance Committee – and most 

importantly the public – must see the location of the gantries and learn more details.  This has to be a 

more transparent process. 

 

In recent weeks, we have learned that we will be receiving more federal highway dollars than first 

anticipated.  I am hopeful that we can reduce or even eliminate the need for bonding, and reduce the 

number and the amount of the truck tolls. 

 

I think most of us can agree that we must fix our roads and bridges.  Hopefully, in the weeks ahead, we 

can get more details and work on a successful resolution. 

 

In addition to infrastructure, the second critical economic pillar is education.  Last year, we made a very 

significant investment in school construction funding in the budget.  I want to continue to make certain 

our students are being taught in an environment that is conducive to learning. 

 

I anticipate, early in the session, we will also be debating the charter school issue.  Through the 

dedicated work of Reps. O’Grady, Amore, Serpa and many others, we have heard from many 

communities about the difficult financial burden being placed upon them by charter schools.  We will 

continue to discuss this issue in the coming weeks. 

I am deeply committed to supporting our public education system. We will look at our funding formula 

and we will continue to support programs that put our students on the right path to receive the college or 

vocational training they need to be successful in life and contribute to our economic well-being. 

 

I look forward to working closely with all of you in the months ahead on your legislative initiatives. 

 

I encourage you to file your bills as soon as possible so we can get off to a great start and have a very 

productive 2016 session in accomplishing the business of this wonderful state of ours. 
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It is an honor to continue to serve as your Speaker, and as you know, my door is always open to you. 

 

Let’s get to work!   

 


