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2013 -- S1035 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN ACCESSIBILITY ACT

Introduced By:Senator Hanna M. Gallo

Date IntroducedJune 27, 2013

Referred ToSenate Education

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Sections 16-99-4 and 16-99-5 of the gg&nLaws in Chapter 16-99
entitled “Full-Day Kindergarten Accessibility Actire hereby amended to read as follows:

16-99-4. Eligible school districts; funding. --

(&) A school district shall be eligible teceiverequestfunding pursuant to subsection
16-96-4(b) 16-99-4(b) if:

(1) The school district is a public school distred

(2) The school district operates a half-day kindeten program as of Septembe2@11
2012 but not a full-day kindergarten, as defined hereierving more than one-half of the
kindergarten students in the district as determored headcount basis.

(b) Subject to appropriation, beginning with sdhgear 2013-2014, the commissioner of
elementary and secondary education shall approve @ipur (4) eligible public school districts
per year to voluntarily implement a full-day kindarten program as defined herein. The
aforementionedehoslsschool districtshall receive funding to offset a portion of tleasonable
one-time, start-up costs including, but not limited desks, books, facility upgrademcillary

costs associated with relocation of students, cestsociated with the development and

implementation of new curriculum,and any other necessary expenses associatedeactn

school's implementation of a full-day kindergarogram. Funds will be appropriated based
upon criteria established by the commissioner emehtary and secondary education to ensure

the quality and sustainability of the full-day kerdarten programs implemented.
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(c) If more than four (4) eligible school distsapply in one year, or if the appropriation
does not support four (4) eligible districts, themmissioner of elementary and secondary
education shall determine which districts shalleascthe available funds for start-up costs. The

commissioner's decisiaghall consider the sustainability of the progrard #re average number

of children eligible for USDA reimbursable schookafs served by the respective district’s

elementary schools. The commissiomeay consider thechool district's plarability—of-the

distriet to house the kindergarten enrollment, implemequality full-day program;and-sustain

that

(d) School districts receiving funds pursuanthis thapter must operate only a full-day
program, no half-day programs. The full-day kindetgn program must continue to operate for
five (5) years.

(e) All funding provided under this section is gab to appropriation.

() Notwithstanding the provisions of subsectiop @thool districts who request funding

pursuant to this chapter may be allowed to phaskenmplementation of a full-day kindergarten

program, provided that the district provides thepatément of elementary and secondary

education with a schedule and plan as to the imgheation of such program.

16-99-5. Reporting.--

The Rhode Island department of elementary and sleacpreducation shall report to the
senate president, speaker of the house, and trexrgwvon the progress of this initiative on or
before May 1st20432014 and on an annual basis by May 1st of each yeaedlfter.

SECTION 2. Section 16-7-22 of the General Laws hay@er 16-7 entitled "Foundation
Level School Support" is hereby amended to reddlmsvs:

16-7-22. Determination of average daily membership. -- Each community shall be

paid pursuant to the provisions of section 16-7&¥v amount based upon the following
provisions:

(1) On or before September 1 of each year theageedaily membership of each city
and town for the reference year shall be determimgdhe commissioner of elementary and
secondary education from data supplied by the dcbommittee in each community in the
following manner: The aggregate number of days efmimership of all pupils enrolled full time
in grade twelve (12) and below, except that pupdlew grade one who are not full time shall be
counted on a full time equivalent basis: (i) ine®@d by the aggregate number of days of
membership of pupils residing in the particulay cit town whose tuition in schools approved by

the department of elementary and secondary educatiother cities and towns is paid by the
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particular city or town; and (ii) decreased by #ggregate number of days of membership of
nonresident pupils enrolled in the public schodistte particular city or town and further
decreased by the aggregate number of days of mehiberqual to the number of group home
beds calculated for the purposes of reimbursementsupnt to section 14-64-1.1; and (iii)
decreased further, in the case of a city or towichvis a member of a regional school district
during the first year of operation of the regiosahool district, by the aggregate number of days
of membership of pupils residing in the city or towho would have attended the public schools
in the regional school district if the regional soh district had been operating during the
previous year, divided by the number of days duwmich the schools were officially in session
during the reference year. The resulting figuresldie the average daily membership for the city
or town for the reference year. For purposes afutating the permanent foundation education
aid as described in section 16-7.2-3(1) and (&) awWerage daily membership for school districts

shall exclude charter school and state school stedand beginning in school year 2014-2015,

include an estimate to ensure that districts cdmgefrom a half-day to a full-day kindergarten

program pursuant to section 16-99-4 are, credited &ull-time basis beginning in the first year

of enrollment.

(2) The average daily membership of pupils atteggiublic schools shall apply for the
purposes of determining the percentage of the'stsiti@re under the provisions of sections 16-7-
16(3), 16-7-16(10), 16-7-18, 16-7-19, 16-7-20, 1B17and 16-7.2-4.

(3) In the case of regional school districts, élggregate number of days of membership
by which each city or town is decreased in subdiwig1)(iii) of this section divided by the
number of days during which the schools attendethbypupils were officially in session shall
determine the average daily membership for theoredischool district during the first year of
operation. After the first year of operation, the@age daily membership of each regional school
district, except the Chariho regional high schastritt, shall be determined by the commissioner
of elementary and secondary education from datalimgpby the school committee of each
regional school district for the reference yeatha manner provided in subdivision (1) of this
section.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passagkshall include additional funding

in the foundation educational aid estimate.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN ACCESSIBILITY ACT

*%k*k

This act would expand the criteria to be considdrngdhe commissioner of elementary
and secondary education when selecting and apgrachool districts that will receive state
funding to assist in commencing a full-day kindetga program. This act would also expand
upon areas where districts could expend such fifirsgdéected by the commissioner.

This act would take effect upon passage, and wimdhlide additional funding in the

foundation educational aid estimate.
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