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2013 -- H 6189

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

HOUSE RESOLUTION

PROCLAIMING MAY 31, 2013, AS "WORLD NO TOBACCO DAYIN THE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

Introduced ByRepresentatives Handy, Cimini, Blazejewski, Shethiamand Ackerman

Date IntroducedMay 30, 2013

Referred ToHouse read and passed

WHEREAS, The use of tobacco products remains tliemisand Rhode Island's number
one cause of preventable death and disease. Smkikisignore than sixteen hundred Rhode
Island residents annually, more than all the deedlnsed from alcohol, AIDS, car crashes, illegal
drugs, murder, and suicides combined; and

WHEREAS, Nearly one in every five Rhode Islandem®lse, and ninety percent of
tobacco users begin before the age of eighteefRhade Island, approximately thirteen hundred
children under the age of eighteen become smolkeits wear, and two million packs of cigarettes
are bought or smoked by Rhode Island children gealh and

WHEREAS, Tobacco-caused health care costs arengurthode Island's economy, with
over a half-billion dollars each year going towamhoking-caused health care expenditures,
including $179 million in state Medicaid costs. t8tand federal expenditures on smoking-caused
problems result in an average annual tax burde$7&1 per household for Rhode Island
residents; and

WHEREAS, Tobacco also affects Rhode Island busassosting them $379 million in
productivity losses each year; and

WHEREAS, According to the Campaign for Tobacco Fkads, "every ten percent
increase in the real price of cigarettes reducesativcigarette consumption by approximately
three to five percent, reduces the number of yathgt smokers by 3.5 percent, and reduces the

number of kids who smoke by six or seven percentt];
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WHEREAS, A ten percent increase in Rhode Island ld&vauotivate 3,700 Rhode
Islanders to quit smoking for good and will sto®0 kids from ever becoming addicted to
tobacco products; and

WHEREAS, Today we recognize the Rhode Island Tab&@entrol Network partners,
health and community advocates, and health carkern®ffor their efforts to prevent death and
diseases of our youth and citizens by reducingdodase; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this House of Representatives of $tate of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations hereby proclaims May 313204 be "World No Tobacco Day" in the
State of Rhode Island. We encourage the World Héatganization, its partners, and all of the
citizens of our State to highlight the health risissociated with tobacco use and advocate for
effective policies to reduce tobacco consumptiaat lae it further

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State be and hergl@uthorized and directed to

transmit a duly certified copy of this resolutianthe director of the World Health Organization.
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