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2013 -- H 6139

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

HOUSE RESOLUTION

CELEBRATING RHODE ISLAND INDEPENDENCE DAY ON MAY 42013

Introduced ByRepresentatives E Coderre, Naughton, Ucci, Blamdje and Edwards

Date IntroducedMay 16, 2013

Referred ToHouse read and passed

WHEREAS, Rhode Island colonists were consideretied'the most radical religious
dissenters from the Puritans of the Massachusetgs@®lony,” and as our new state and indeed
our new nation, independent of the British crowegdn to take form, great leaders emerged to
lead the way; and

WHEREAS, Relations between Rhode Island colonistsl dheir British rulers
deteriorated rapidly after the 1772 incident in ethiRhode Island colonists, angered by
continued British attempts to impose taxes in wHys the colonists perceived to be unfair,
boarded and burned the British customs ship, Gaspeieh had run aground near Warwick,
while patrolling the coastal waters in search chlemugglers; and

WHEREAS, One of our state’s most renowned colol@atlers was Nathanael Greene.
He was born on Forge Farm at Potowomut in the tbipnsf Warwick, Rhode Island, but later
moved to Coventry to take charge of the family-odvfierge. He began his military career as a
militia private, the lowest rank possible, but wagentually elevated to commander of the
colonial militia. He led troops in the Continentaimy at Boston and New York, then fought in
battles at Trenton, Brandywine, and Germantown; and

WHEREAS, Nathanael Greene played an additional irokhaping our state. He served
as a deputy of the Rhode Island Assembly. Thomiisrden once wrote that Nathanael Greene
was "second to no one in enterprise, in resouncegiind judgment, promptitude of decision, and
every other military talent”; and

WHEREAS, Our state’s founders formed, protected, mapresented the first colony to
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renounce allegiance to King George llI; and

WHEREAS, The celebration of Rhode Island Independdday on May % is a “tribute
to the memory of the members of our General Assgmidio, on the fourth day of May, 1776, in
the State House at Providence, passed an act minguallegiance of the colony to the British
crown and by the provisions of that act declareddhisland sovereign and independent, the
first official act of its kind by any of the thie American colonies”; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this House of Representatives of $tete of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations hereby joins citizens framoss our Ocean State in celebrating Rhode
Island Independence Day on Mdy @ 2013; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State be and heblyeis authorized and directed to
transmit a duly certified copy of this resolutianthe Nathanael Greene Homestead Association,

Inc.
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