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2013 -- H 6079

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE CENTRAL COVENTRY FIRE DISTRICT

Introduced ByRepresentatives Morgan, and Chippendale

Date IntroducedMay 02, 2013

Referred ToHouse Municipal Government

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. There shall be submitted to the qualiiectors of the Central Coventry
Fire District for their approval the following ndrinding referendum question: “Shall the General
Assembly enact a new charter for the fire distidbg text of which proposed new charter is
attached as Exhibit A?”. Said non-binding referendihall be held on May 16, 2013.

EXHIBIT A
Section 1. BOUNDARIES OF CONSOLIDATED DISTRICT

All that part of the town of Coventry lying andibg within the following lines and
bounds: Beginning at a point on the Coventry-Weaste@Gwich town line six hundred (600) feet
easterly from the intersection of said town linethwWeaver Hill road, so called; thence
continuing in a general northerly direction inreliwhich is at all times six hundred (600) feet
from and paralled with said Weaver Hill road to kay Hill road, so called; thence continuing
in a general northerly direction in a line whichadittimes is six hundred (600) feet from and
parallel with an old highway (formerly known as Whéliams Crossing road) which leads from
the intersection of said Weaver Hill road and sdarkney Hill road to Rhode Island state
highway route 117 to a point six hundred (600) feeitherly from said route 117; thence turning
and running in general northeasterly and eastarctibon in a line which at all times is six
hundred (600) feet southerly from and parallel vgiiiid route 117 to a point six hundred (600)
feet easterly from the point where County road amiit road, whichever called, if extended

would intersect this boundary line; thence turrang running northerly in a line which at all
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times is six hundred (600) feet easterly from aachitel with said County or Hammit road so
extended; and said County or Hammit road to a pmirthe Potterville or Maple Valley road, so
called which point is 900 feet more or less, easfesm the Potterville or Maple Valley school

so called thence continuing in a general northditgction in a line which at all times is six
hundred (600) feet easterly from and parallel vifte Nipmuc trail so called, to the Scituate-
Coventry town line; (the above line is the east@undary of the Western Coventry fire district
and was taken from their act of incorporation 042 thence turning and running easterly on
said Scituate-Coventry town line to the northwesher of lot 116 on AP-30 of the town of
Coventry records; thence turning and running salytlos a line 300 feet east of and parallel to
the east line of Read School House road untilme®to the intersection of said Read School
House road with said Rhode Island state highway, 1i&nce crossing said route 117 and
continuing in a straight line to the north endla# tlam on Flat River reservoir thence running
across said dam to the south end of said dam; ¢heimning southerly in a straight line to a point
on Rhode Island state highway, route 3, three eghfifret west of the intersection of Airport road
with said route 3; thence continuing southerly straight line to the intersection of Mishnock
river with the West Greenwich-Coventry town lineehce turning and running westerly along
said town line to the point of beginning. In adulitj all those parts of the Town of Coventry
within the following boundaries of the entities kno as the Harris Fire & Lighting District and
the Tiogue Fire District, and the Washington LiggtDistrict, all as further described as follows:
and, all that land beginning at a stone bound éndikiding line between the Towns of Coventry
and West Warwick, on the south side of the Woodgidenue (said point being the northeast
corner of the Coventry fire district); thence rumpinortherly on said town line to the Cranston
city line; thence turning and running westerly giahe dividing line of the Town of Coventry
and the City of Cranston and continuing westerbnglthe dividing line of the Town of Coventry
and Scituate to the old New York, New Haven andtfided Railroad right-of-way; thence
turning and running in a southerly and easterlgation along said railroad to a point 250 feet
west of the west line of Hill Street; thence rumnisoutherly on a line 250 feet west of and
parallel to the west side of said Hill Street uittdomes to a point on the south line of lot 367 o
Coventry assessors plat 2, 250 feet west of théhmesof said Hill Street; thence southerly in a
straight line to the northeast corner of lot 368easors plat 2, thence southerly on the eastfine o
said lot 369, to the southeast corner of said &8t hence turning and running westerly along the
south line of said lot 369 to the corner of lot &t 2; thence turning and running southerly
along the west line of said lot 372 and continugaytherly on the west line of lot 265 of

assessors plat 3; to the northwest corner of 18t#2&t 3; from now on to the place of beginning
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is the boundary line of the Coventry fire distrittence turning and running easterly along the
north line of said lot 268 to the west side of Black Road; thence turning and running
southerly along the west side of said BlackrockdRimethe so-called black rock; thence turning
and running in a northeasterly direction to thetlsoest corner of Greenwood Cemetery; thence
turning and running easterly along the southenlg bf said Greenwood Cemetery to Fairview
Avenue; thence turning and running northeasterly point on said Fairview Avenue opposite
the south side of said Woodside Avenue; thencengrand running easterly along the south side
of said Woodside Avenue to the place of beginnatiggsuch land formerly known as the Harris
Fire and Lighting District, and, all that land bewging at a point in the boundary line between the
Towns of Coventry and West Warwick, 800 feet saniftlthe southerly line of Tiogue Avenue
(Route 3 state highway); thence turning and runmiagterly, bounded northerly by the Coventry
fire district, to the southeast corner of land rmviormerly of George E. and Olive T. Bockstael,
(shown on assessors plat 7, lot 420 of the Tow@osentry records); thence turning and running
in a northwesterly direction to the Gate Houséatdutlet of Tiogue Reservoir, and continuing
along the westerly and southerly banks of the Pesttiriver, until it comes to the eastern
boundary line of the Washington lighting distrittence turning and running southerly, bounded
westerly by said Washington lighting district, liiiticomes to the intersection of the center line
of Route 3, state highway and the west line of AdriRoad (Arnold Road is referred to in the
Washington lighting district charter as Balm of &itl Road); thence turning and running
westerly, bounded northerly by said Washingtontifghdistrict, along the center line of Route 3,
until it comes to a point 100 feet east of the meast corner of land now or formerly of Douglas
Jackson; thence turning and running in a soutldéréction in a direct line to the northwest
corner of Tiogue Twin Lakes no. 2 plat; thence ingro the southeast corner of Lake George
Plat; thence following along the eastern boundadkgroperties now or formerly of Jerry
Johnson, et ux, Linwood Lace Works and William daie; thence in a direct line to a stone
bound in the boundary line between the Towns ofddtry and West Greenwich, this being the
northwest corner of the Town of East Greenwichntleeturning and running easterly on said
town line, bounded southerly by the Town of East@Brvich, until it comes to a point 300 feet
east of the southeasterly line of the New Londomnpike; thence turning and running in a
northeasterly direction, in a line parallel withda®00 feet east of the southeasterly line of said
New London Turnpike, until it comes to the boundamg between the Towns of West Warwick
and Coventry; thence turning and running northenlysaid town line until it comes to a point 800

feet south of the southerly side of Tiogue Avenune the point of beginning, all such land being
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previously known as Tiogue Fire District and akltthand beginning at the northeast abutment of
the railroad bridge, called the Knotty Oak Bridgad running northerly to the southeast corner of
the Rathbun Cemetery and continuing in the sanaéghtrline until it comes to the seven and ten
line, so called, thence turning and running wesgtiellowing the seven and ten line until it comes
to a point 500 feet east of the east line of Sta8treet; thence turning and running northerly on a
line 500 feet east of and parallel to the east tih&tation Street; thence turning and running
northerly on a line 500 feet east of and paratiehe east line of Station Street, until it comea t
point at the southwest corner of lot 4 as depiciedhe Town of Coventry 1972 Assessor’s Plat
21, said point being on the southerly line of Rddoot 8 (AP 69, Lot 49) as shown on that plat
entitted “SUBDIVISION PLAN OF HIGHWOOD SECTION NO.4 SITUATED IN
COVENTRY, R.I. SCALE: 1" = 50’ MAY 31, 1978.” whicls recorded in the Town of Coventry
Land Evidence Plat Book 7 at Page 22; thence westeounded northerly by a portion of
Record Lot 8 (AP 69, Lot 49) and Record Lot 6 (AR bot 48) as shown on said plat, to a point
at the southwesterly corner of Record Lot 4 (AP B8t 47) as shown on said plat; thence
northwesterly, bounded northeasterly by Recordd G&P 69, Lot 47) as shown on said plat, to a
point at the southwesterly corner of Record LoAR €9, Lot 47) as shown on said plat; thence
northwesterly, bounded northeasterly by Recordd G&P 69, Lot 47) as shown on said plat, to a
point on the southerly line of Highwood Drive aethorthwesterly corner of Record Lot 4 (AP
69, Lot 47) as shown on said plat; thence northevilysand crossing Highwood Drive to a point
at the southwesterly corner of Record Lot 3 (AP B8t 25) as shown on said plat; thence
northwesterly, bounded northeasterly by Recordd.a$ shown on said plat, to a point at the
northwesterly corner of Record Lot 3 (AP 69, Lo} 8S shown on said plat; thence northeasterly,
bounded southeasterly in part by Record Lot 3 (8PL®t 25) and in part by Record Lot 5 (AP
69, Lot 24) as shown on said plat, to a point atsbuthwesterly corner of Record Lot 50 (AP 69,
Lot 90) as shown on that plat entitled “RECORD PLRNMASE 3 Highwood Subdivision A
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN COVENTRY, R.I. REPARED BY DiPrete
Engineering Associates, Inc. ENGINEERING, SURVEYINGAND PLANNING
CONSULTANTS 75 SOCKANOSSET CROSSROAD, SUITE 300 QY ON, R.l. 02920
(401) 943-1000 FAX: (401) 464-6006 JULY, 1995 Scdle= 60.” which plan is recorded in
the Town of Coventry Land Evidence Plat Book 14age 66; thence northeasterly, bounded
southeasterly by Record Lot 50 (AP 59, Lot 90)amag on said plat, to a point on the southerly
line of Ginger Trail at the northwesterly cornerRécord Lot 50 (AP 69, Lot 90) as shown on

said plat; thence northwesterly, crossing Gingeil;Tto a point at the southwesterly corner of
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Record Lot 20 (AP 69, Lot 104) as shown on said; plhence northwesterly, bounded
northeasterly in part by Record Lot 20 (AP 69, L6#) and crossing Record Lot 68 (AP 69, Lot
3.11), to a point at the southerly corner of Redarti11 (AP 69, Lot 116) as shown on that plat
entitled “RECORD PLAN PHASE 4 Highwood Subdivisi8nRESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
LOCATED IN COVENTRY, R.l. PREPARED BY DiPrete Engering Associates, Inc.
ENGINEERING, SURVEYING AND PLANNING CONSULTANTS 7550CKANOSSET
CROSSROAD, SUITE 300 CRANSTON, R.I. 02920 (401) 9480 FAX: (401) 464-6006
JULY, 1995 Scale: 1" = 60'.” which plan is recordedthe Town of Coventry Land Evidence
Plat Book 15 at Page 72; thence northeasterly, dedimorthwesterly by Record Lot 11 (AP 69,
Lot 116) as shown on said plat, to a point at theheasterly corner of Record Lot 11 (AP 69,
Lot 116) as shown on said plat; thence southegstevlinded northeasterly by (AP 69 Lot 35), to
a point at the southeasterly corner of (AP 69 L9t 3aid point also being on the existing charter
line; thence northerly, bounded westerly by (ARL68s 35, 36, 37, 38, 39.01 and 39.02), and
running on the existing charter line to the norstedy corner of (AP 69 Lot 39.02); thence
easterly, bounded northerly by AP 77 Lots 90 anda®@ running on the existing charter line to
the southwesterly corner of (AP 70 Lot 35); thenoetherly, bounded westerly by (AP 77 Lot
89), and running on the existing charter line ® nlorthwesterly corner of (AP 70 Lot 35); thence
northwesterly, crossing OPEN SPACE D (AP 77, Lot &9 shown on that plat entitled “FINAL
SUBDIVISION PLAN PHASE 2 A HUNTERS CROSSING COVENYRR.I. Scale: 1" = 80’
Date: December 21, 1995 Revision A.” which platasorded in the Town of Coventry Land
Evidence Plat Book 13 at Pages 29-31, to the sasthdy corner of Record Lot 42 (AP 77, Lot
81) as shown on said plat; thence northwesterlynted northeasterly by Record Lot 41 (AP 77,
Lot 82) as shown on said plat, to a point on thettserly line of Hunters Crossing at the
northwesterly corner of said Record Lot 41 (AP @t 82); thence northwesterly and crossing
Hunters Crossing to a point at the southwestertpmaroof Record Lot 77 (AP 77, Lot 46) as
shown on said plat; thence northwesterly, boundetheasterly by said Record Lot 77 (AP 77,
Lot 46), to a point at the northwesterly cornersafd Record Lot 77 (AP 77, Lot 46); thence
northwesterly, bounded northeasterly by a portibRecord Lot 121, Record Lots 119, 117 and
crossing a portion of OPEN SPACE lot (a portiomAgf 77, Lot 117, AP 77, Lots 116, 115 and
crossing a portion of AP 77, Lot 174) as shown et fplat entitled “FINAL SUBDIVISION
PLAN PHASE 3 B HUNTERS CROSSING COVENTRY, R.l. Szal” = 80" Date: December
29, 1995 Revision A.” which plat is recorded in fr@vn of Coventry Land Evidence Plat Book
13 at Pages 104-105, to a point at the southwesterher of Record Lot 116 (AP 77, Lot 114) as

shown on said plat; thence northerly, bounded dgdig Record Lot 116, 114, 112 and 110 (AP
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77, Lots 114, 113, 112 and 111) as shown on saitl fg a point at the northwesterly corner of
Record Lot 110 (AP 77, Lot 111) as shown on said; ghence easterly, bounded southerly by
said Record Lot 110 (AP 77, Lot 111), to a pointhat southwesterly corner of Record Lot 108
(AP 77, Lot 110) as shown on said plat; thenceheoly, bounded easterly by said Record Lot
108 (AP 77, Lot 110), to a point on the southeilyelof Remington Farm Drive at the
northwesterly corner of said Record Lot 108 (AP [7at, 110); thence northeasterly and crossing
Remington Farm Drive to the southwesterly corneRe€ord Lot 106 as shown on said plat (AP
77, Lot 109); thence northerly, bounded easterlsdig Record Lot 106 (AP 77, Lot 109), to a
point at the northwesterly corner of said Record 186 (AP 77, Lot 109); thence easterly,
bounded southerly by Record Lots 106, 105 and A@377, Lots 109, 108 and 107), to a point at
the northeasterly corner of said Record Lot 103 (AR Lot 107); thence easterly, bounded
southerly by Record Lots 101, 99 and 98 (AP 77sLt®6, 105 and 104), to a point at the
northeasterly corner of said Record Lot 98 (AP @t 104) as shown on that plat entitled
“FINAL SUBDIVISION PLAN PHASE 3 A HUNTERS CROSSIN@&OVENTRY, R.l. Scale:

1" = 80’ Date: December 29, 1995 Revision A.” whislrecorded in the Town of Coventry Plat
Book 13 at Page 103; thence northwesterly, crodeuprd Lot OPEN SPACE L(a) (AP 78, Lot
6.7) as shown on said plat, to a point at the sagterly corner of land now or formerly of
Everett and Susie Kingsborough shown as Lot 12 thefown of Coventry Assessor’s Plat 85;
thence northeasterly to the existing charter liméwben the Coventry fire District and the
Washington Lighting District at the northeasterigreer of Lot 28 as depicted on the 1972
Assessor’'s Plat 20; thence northerly along Lot & RO to the corner of Lots 6 and 3 Plat 20,
thence in a straight line to the northeast cormiérod 36 Plat 20 and the southwest corner of Lot
13 Plat 19; northerly along the east line of LdRlat 19 to the northwest corner of Lot 25 Plat 19
at Scituate town line; turning westerly along s8wtuate town line to a point 300 feet east of
Read School House Road; turning southerly alonigea300 feet east of and parallel to Read
School House Road, crossing Route 117 and congriwinthe north end of the dam of the Flat
River Reservoir, thence running southerly acrossdaim to the south end of said dam; thence
running southerly in a straight line to a point state highway, Route 3, 300 feet west of the
intersection of Reservoir Road and said Route 8ndh crossing said Route 3 and running
southerly in a straight line to a point 500 feetitboof the south line of said Route 3; thence
turning and running easterly on a line 500 feetlsafiand parallel to the south line of said Route
3 until it comes to the westerly boundary of therfer Tiogue Lighting District; thence northerly
along the western boundary line of said former U@d.ighting District until it comes to the

southern line of Route 3; thence turning and rugmma northeasterly direction, crossing Route

LC02473 - Page 6 of 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

3, to the northeast corner of said Route 3 and HggRill Road; thence easterly in a straight line
to the intersection of said Route 3 and Arnold Rdhdnce turning and running northerly in a
straight line, across the Pawtuxet River, to thehaast abutment of the railroad bridge and the
point of beginning, all such land being previoulshown as the Washington Lighting District is
hereby incorporated into@nsolidatedlistrict to be called the Coventry Main Fire Distr Said
district may have a common seal, sue and be suddergoy the other powers generally incident
to a corporation.

Sec 2. QUALIFIED VOTERS

The inhabitants of said district who are qualifieders in the town of Coventry shall be
eligible to vote and act in meetings of the corfiora

Sec. 3. FIRST CONSOLIDATED DISTRICT MEETING AND AWJAL MEETINGS
OF THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE DISTRICT.

(a) 2006 - First consolidated meeting: Commenaintdpe year 2013 a special meeting of
the consolidated district shall be held within tif30) days of the enactment of this Charter by
and among the Boards of Directors of the CoventginVFire District, for the purposes of
constituting the first Board of Directors of thensolidated district, in accordance with Section 5
herein and for adopting the initial by-laws for Gensolidated District.

(b) Annual Meetings & Quorum: Annual meetings aidsfire district for the election of
officers and the transaction of any other busimmédhke fire district shall be held. In additiongeth
electors at the annual meeting shall adopt a budgehe next fiscal year commencing July 1
through June 30. One hundred (100) qualified vatkedl constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business at any meeting of the corporation. Cenuimg in 2014 and continuing annually
thereafter, the district shall hold an annual nmegth a public place other than a fire station on
the third Thursday in May, at 7:00 P.M. at suchcelavithin the District as the Board shall
determine, for the purposes of: (1) electing a Baa#rDirectors; (2) authorizing the assessment
of all the taxable personal and real property efllistrict; (3) authorizing the collection of taxes
as further set forth in Section 6 hereunder; (4henzing an annual budget to provide for the
purchase and maintenance of equipment, apparaaisand personal property, the payment of
wages and salaries, and for such other expenditiegesied necessary by the qualified voters of
the District; and (5) For such other lawful purppsieemed necessary and proper by either the
Board of Directors or qualified voters of the disttr Any member of the Board of Directors may
be recalled and removed from office by the electbrany annual or special meeting. In order to
recall any member of the Board of Directors thraarters (3/4) of the majority of those electors

present and voting for recall shall be requiredhimevent of a vacancy occurring on the Board a
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special meeting shall be called by the Board oé&iwrs within thirty (30) days or occurrence of
such vacancy which meeting shall be held sixty @)s from the date the Board of Directors
shall call for such a special meeting in orderiltséid vacancy.

(c) Call of the Meeting: The Clerk of the Distrattall give notice of the annual meetings
by causing a copy thereof to be posted at leastetin two newspapers distributed in Kent
County, on one electronic newspaper if availablthanTown of Coventry, and on the Web sites
for the fire district, the Town of Coventry, ancetidecretary of State and displayed on a sign
board in each fire station of the District, andotice included with the mailing of tax invoices not
less than sixty (60) days prior to the meeting date annual meeting and all other meetings of
the District shall be held in a public place, whettall be accessible to the handicapped, pursuant
to the requirements of the Rhode Island Constitutierticle 1 & 2 and applicable federal and
state non-discrimination laws.

Sec. 4. SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) Special meetings may be called upon writtejuest of not less than one hundred
(100) qualified voters, or may be called by a migjovote of the board of Directors. Written
application for a special meeting as well as thiicadhereof, shall mention the reason for such
special meeting. Notice of the special meetingldtmlgiven in the same manner as the annual
meeting not less than thirty (30) days prior todlaée of the meeting. The purpose of the meeting
shall be stated in the notice and call for meedind no other business shall be transacted.

(b) Any special meeting called for the purposéllig a vacancy among district officers
shall be advertised in the same manner as the bmagding, as set forth in Section 3 (c) of this
Charter.

Sec. 5. DIRECTORS & OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATIONGINERATOR -
QUALIFICATIONS

(a) The consolidated district board shall be casegk of five (5) directors, which shall be
elected as follows: an election shall be conduateithe first meeting of the Coventry Main Fire
District which shall be held in accordance withtgec 3a at which the Board of Directors shall
be elected as follows: The three (3) individualsovehall received the highest number of votes
shall serve for a period of two years with the & individuals receiving the next two (2) next
highest number of votes who will serve for a pedodne (1) year.

(b) Thereafter, two (2) Directors will be electeda two (2) year term at the 2014 annual
meeting and every second year thereafter. Thredi@jtors shall be elected at the 2015 annual

meeting and every second year thereafter.
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(c) Any inhabitant qualified to vote at any Distrimeeting may be a candidate for
District office, provided such candidate submit$he District clerk the title of the elective ofic
sought, together with a petition signed by fift@)nhabitants qualified to vote at any District
meeting, at least sixty (60) days prior to the dditithe meeting. This list of signatures is to be
certified by the clerk no later than thirty (30)ydgorior to an annual or special meeting of the
District. No employee of the district or membertbé employee’s family shall be qualified to
serve as a director. Family shall be defined asetnployee’s spouse, any of the employee’s
children, whether by blood, adoption, or marriagetlee employee’s father, mother, brother,
sister, grandfather, grandmother, grandson, grargidar, father-in-law, mother-in-law, brother-
in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-lastepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter,
stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, or halfesist

(d) No Director shall serve more than three (3)sezutive two (2) -year terms.

(e) The clerk of the District shall post in alapks where posting is required for an annual
meeting a list of all persons certified to stand égection and the office to which each person
seeks election in at least eight (8) public plaséhin the district, including all actively used
District stations, at least twenty (20) days ptothe annual meeting or any other special meeting
called for the election of officers.

(f) The Board of Directors shall have the powedéalare an office vacant if the person
filling that office fails to attend three (3) comsgive monthly meetings of the Board.

(g) Upon the occurrence of any vacancy in any tekecoffice of the District, the
president shall call a special meeting of the Wisfor the purpose of electing a qualified elector
to fill the office vacated for the remainder of trgginal term of office. Said special meeting
shall be held within sixty-five (65) days from tate such original vacancy occurs.

Sec. 6. DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(a) The Board of Directors shall hold monthly palsheetings to conduct the business of
the District. The Board of Directors shall be emposd and responsible to: (1) Fix the amount
of the bond of the Treasurer and the Tax Colle¢®rOrder payment of the district’s bills and
indebtedness; (3) Be in charge of and superviseareof the district’s properties; (4) Cause
district property to be insured; (5) Purchase emeipt, property and apparatus as required by the
District's needs and budget; (6) Appoint an Adntigisve Fire Chief, Tax Collector and
Treasurer and other employees in accordance watlhyHaws. No less than one half (1/2) of the
members of the Board of Directors shall constitutgiorum at any meeting of the Board.

(b) The foregoing list of duties shall not be deéno be limiting and the directors shall

have all necessary authority to operate and coritladiusiness of the District as necessary, all
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within the bounds of the laws of the State of Rhisténd. The Board of Directors shall have the
power to appoint and/or employ a tax such employsesdividuals, and other committees
and/or positions deemed necessary for the efficipatation of the District.

(c) The members of the Board of Directors anddffigial appointed by said Board of
Directors shall be subject to the Rhode Island Gddghics in Government, Chapter 14 of Title
36 of the Rhode Island General Laws.

(d) The president of said District shall presideath annual and special meetings as
moderator; in his/her absence the vice presidait sbrve as moderator; in the absence of both,
a temporary moderator may be elected by a majofitpters present and voting.

(e) The administrativduties of these Directors shall be specified inltjréaws of the
fire district.

Sec.7. TAXING AUTHORITY - TAX ASSESSOR

(a) Said qualified voters at any of their legaletimgs shall have the power to order such
taxes and provide for the assessing and collecfitigze same on the taxable inhabitants and
property in said district as they shall deem neamgs®r purchasing fire engines, and all other
implements and apparatus for the extinguishingref for the purchase of land and buildings for
keeping same; for the purchasing, installationyaijpen and maintenance of a suitable alarm
system; for making cisterns and reservoirs; forimmythe salaries of district officers and
employees, as well as the members of the rescii&nmivn as the Coventry Main Fire District
and such taxes, so ordered, shall be assessed:lgstiessors of said district on the taxable
inhabitants and property therein according to #s¢ Valuation made by the assessors of the town
of Coventry next previous to said assessment, gdtiiowever, any taxable property which may
have been omitted by said town assessors or aftésveaquired; and in assessing and collecting
said taxes such proceedings shall be had by theersffof said district, as near as may be, as are
required to be had by the corresponding officerdosins in assessing and collecting taxes;
provided however that the total tax levy assessedafly one year shall not exceed four (4)
percent of the prior year’s total tax levy. The @mation shall not have the authority to create
any tax classifications with respect to the propémting taxed for the collection of the above
referenced levy, nor shall the Corporation haveatmhority to enact or adopt any supplemental
tax.

(b) The qualified voters of the Coventry Main Féstrict are also authorized to raise
money through taxes to purchase the necessaryle®laicd equipment to operate and maintain a
rescue unit to be known as the Coventry Main Fiisrlat . The Fire District shall be authorized

to contract or employ with a private entity to pga®/such service.
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(c) TAX ASSESSOR. There shall be at least onerbisTax Assessor, who may also
serve as District Clerk, who shall be appointedroployed by the District. The tax assessor shall
levy and assess taxes at such rate as the distadt vote, on all taxable real and personal
property in the district and shall prepare and dépthe tax list with the tax collector and
treasurer of the district; said board shall aspesgerty on the basis of the last valuation made by
the assessors of the Town of Coventry next previogsid assessment.

Sec. 8. POWER TO CONTRACT

In addition to all other powers vested in the @oation hereunder, the Corporation shall
have the right to employ or contract with any otéetity or individual, public or private, for the
purpose of providing the services to be performedremdered by the Corporation to the
inhabitants of the District hereunder.

Sec. 9. AUDITS

The Corporation shall be required to conduct aruahfinancial audit with respect to all
financial matters. In connection with performingdsaudit, the Corporation shall contract with a
private vendor qualified to perform audit in orderconduct the annual audit of the Corporation’s
finances required hereunder.

Sec. 10. TEN-YEAR ACTUARIAL STUDY
With respect to all public and private labor cootsahe Corporation shall be required to perform
a ten(10)-year actuarial study prior to enterint iany new contract in order to ensure that the
cost of said contract will not result in unbalaneggroved annual budget.

Sec. 11. BY-LAWS

The qualified voters of said district may enatbgtlaws by them adjudged necessary
and expedient for carrying the provisions of thisiato effect, provided the same be not in
violation of or repugnant to the laws of this stathe by-laws which are enacted for the District
may provide for employing or contracting with angtigy in order to provide services for the
District, including providing for any employees thie district such as the tax collector, district
clerk, and district treasurer. The qualified voteray change any provision of the by-laws at any
annual or special meeting, provided the proposexhgh has been noticed in the call of the
meeting.

Sec. 12. AUTHORIZATION TO BORROW FUNDS
The Coventry Main Fire District is hereby authedzand empowered to borrow from
time to time such sums of money as may be necesisano event shall the total debt of the
Corporation exceed a sum equal to ten (10) perotnbe annual operating budget, for the

purpose of procuring real and personal estateethetion and maintenance of buildings, the
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procuring of fire and water apparatus, for the pagnof any legal indebtedness of said district,
or for the purpose of purchasing or procuring athep property, real or personal, that may be
legally acquired and held by said district.

Sec. 13 The Coventry Main Fire District is authed to install lighting on the streets and
highways of the district.

Sec. 14. This charter may be amended by the eteofothe District by following the
procedures outlined hereunder. In the event thedBoBDirectors or the electors at an annual or
special meeting shall propose to amend this chdherelectors at a special meeting shall elect a
five (5)-member charter review commission in ordéerreview the existing charter and any
proposed amendments. If said charter review conomsshall recommend the passage of any
proposed amendments, the commission shall cause tpublished notice of such proposed
amendments in the same manner as prescribed forgcah annual meeting. Said notice shall
include the text of any proposed amendments tochi@ter. Any such proposed amendments
shall be voted on at the annual meeting of ele@ndsshall require a two-third (2/3) vote of the
electors present and voting in favor of any sucbppsed amendment in order to approve
amendments for submission and ratification by tkedsal Assembly.

Sec. 15. This act shall take effect no later giaty days after its enactment and all
acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith orgeput thereto, are hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE CENTRAL COVENTRY FIRE DISTRICT

*%k%k

This act would submit a proposed new charter fer@entral Coventry Fire District to
the electors of that district at a non-binding refelum, to be held on May 16, 2013.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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