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2013 -- H 5849

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO FOOD AND DRUGS -- GENETICALLY MODIFIEBODRGANISMS TO BE
LABELED

Introduced ByRepresentatives Baldelli-Hunt, and Hull

Date IntroducedMarch 06, 2013

Referred ToHouse Health, Education & Welfare

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Title 21 of the General Laws entitledd®D AND DRUGS" is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following chapter:
CHAPTER 37

LABELING OF FOOD PRODUCTS CONTAINING GENETICALLY MOIFIED

ORGANISMS

21-37-1. Findings and declarations. £a) Rhode Island consumers have the right to

know whether the foods they purchase were produgsdg genetic engineering. Genetic

engineering of plants and animals often causedemied conseqguences. Manipulating genes and

inserting them into organisms is an imprecise wec&he results are not always predictable or

controllable, and they can lead to adverse healédmeronmental consequences.

(b) Government scientists have stated that th&caatiinsertion of DNA into plants, a

technigue unigue to genetic engineering, can caugariety of significant problems with plant

foods. Such genetic engineering can increase Weéslef known toxicants in foods and introduce

new toxicants and health concerns.

(c) Mandatory identification of foods produced thgb genetic engineering can provide a

critical method for tracking the potential healffeets of eating genetically engineered foods.

(d) Without disclosure, consumers of geneticallygireered food can unknowingly

violate their own dietary and religious restricon
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(e) The cultivation of genetically engineered crops also cause serious impacts to the

environment. For example, most genetically enge@darops are designed to withstand weed-

killing pesticides known as herbicides. As a redulindreds of millions of pounds of additional

herbicides have been used on U.S. farms. Becaube ofiassive use of such products, herbicide-

resistant weeds have flourished — a problem thairésulted, in turn, in the use of increasingly

toxic herbicides. These toxic herbicides damageaguicultural areas, impair our drinking water,

and pose health risks to farm workers and consurmrsde Island consumers should have the

choice to avoid purchasing foods, production ofchigan lead to such environmental harm.

(f) Organic farming is a significant and increasingnportant part of Rhode Island

agriculture.

(g) Organic farmers are prohibited from using gielaly engineered seeds. Nonetheless,

these farmers' crops are regularly threatened acthdental contamination from neighboring

lands where genetically engineered crops abounis. ¢k of contamination can erode public

confidence in Rhode Island's organic products,ifso@mtly undermining this industry. Rhode

Islanders should have the choice to avoid purchafnds whose production could harm the

state's organic farmers and its organic foods imgus

(h) The labeling, advertising, and marketing of ejarally engineered foods using terms

non non

such as "natural," "naturally made," "naturally wym" or "all natural" is misleading to Rhode

Island consumers.

21-37-2. Purpose. -The purpose of this chapter is to provide a framr&wfor the

traceability of products consisting of or contamigenetically modified organisms (GMOS), and

food and feed produced from GMOs, with the objexdivof facilitating accurate labeling,

monitoring the effects on the environment and, wheppropriate, on health, and the

implementation of the appropriate risk managemesdsures including, if necessary, withdrawal

of products.

21-37-3. Scope and applicability of chapter. a) This chapter shall apply, at all stages

of the placing on the open market for sale in Rhstand, to:

(1) Products consisting of, or containing, GMOsceld on the market for sale in Rhode

Island;

(2) Food produced from GMOs, placed on the markeséle in Rhode Island; and

(3) Feed produced from GMOs, placed on the marketdle and/or use in Rhode Island.

(b) This chapter shall not apply to medicinal pretidufor human and veterinary use

authorized under title 23 (“Health and Safety”). \

(c) This chapter shall apply only to products comia genetically modified organisms
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that are produced or made in Rhode Island.

(d) All products under the scope of this chaptercivtare sold at farmer's markets shall

be exempt from the provisions of this chapter.

21-36-4. Definitions. —As used in this chapter, the following terms sHalve the

following meanings unless the context clearly siesiotherwise:

(1) “Genetically modified organism” or “GMQO” mearsn organism whose genetic

characteristics have been altered by the insedfoa modified gene or a gene from another

organism using the techniques of genetic engingerin

(2) “Produced from GMOs” means derived, in wholeirompart, from GMOs, but not

containing or consisting of GMOs;

(3) “Traceability” means the ability to trace GM@sd products produced from GMOs at

all stages of their placing on the market throdghgroduction and distribution chains;

(4) “Unique identifier” means a simple numeric dpl@mnumeric code which serves to

identify a GMO on the basis of the authorized tfamsation event from which it was developed

and providing the means to retrieve specific infation pertinent to that GMO;

(5) “Operator” means a natural or legal person \plaxes a product on the market for

sale in Rhode Island or who receives a producthibatbeen placed on the market in the state, at

any stage of the production and distribution chhiri,does not included the final consumer;

(6) “Final consumer” means the ultimate consumeo wiill not use the product as part

of any business operation or activity;

(7) “Placing on the market” means placing on thek&&afor sale in Rhode Island;

(8) “The first stage of the placing on the markéta product” means the initial

transaction in the production and distribution asawhere a product is made available to a third

party;

(9) “Pre-packaged product” means any single iteferefl for sale consisting of a product

and the packaging into which it was put before deaiffered for sale, whether such packaging

encloses the product completely or only partiatisgvided that the contents cannot be altered

without opening or changing the packaging.

21-36-5. Traceability and labeling requirements for products consisting of or

containing GMOs. —(a) Traceability.

(1) At the first stage of the placing on the mardea product consisting of or containing

GMOs, including bulk quantities, operators shalswe that the following information is

transmitted in writing to the operator receiving fhroduct:

(i) That it contains or consists of GMOs;
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(i) An identification of the GMOs within the produ

(2) At all subsequent stages of the placing on rttaeket of products referred to in

paragraph (a)(1)(i), operators shall ensure that itffiormation received in accordance with

paragraph (a)(1)(i) and (ii) is transmitted in vt to the operators receiving the products.

(3) In the case of products consisting of or camta mixtures of GMOSs to be used only

and directly as food or feed or for processing,ittiermation referred to in paragraph (a)(2)(ii)

may be replaced by a declaration of use by theabmeraccompanied by a list of the unique

identifiers for all those GMOs that have been usecbnstitute the mixture.

(4) Operators shall have in place systems and atdizéd procedures to allow the

holding of information specified in this sectiondathe identification, for a period of five (5)

years from each transaction, of the operator bymvhnod the operator to whom the products have

been made available.

(b) Labeling.

(1) For products consisting of or containing GM@gerators shall ensure that:

(i) For pre-packaged products offered to the fe@hsumer consisting of, or containing

GMOs, the words “This product contains geneticatipdified organisms” or “This product

contains genetically modified [name of organisni(ajjpear on a label;

(i) For non-pre-packaged products offered to thalfconsumer the words “This product

contains genetically modified organisms” or “Thi®guct contains genetically modified [name

of organism(s)]” shall appear on, or in conneciioth, the display of the product.

(c) Exemptions.

(1) This section shall not apply to traces of GM@groducts in a proportion no higher

than one percent (1%) of the entire food product.

21-36-6. Traceability requirements for products forfood and feed produced from

GMOs. — (a) When placing products produced from GMOs on rifeket in Rhode Island,

operators shall ensure that the following informatis transmitted in writing to the operator

receiving the product:

(1) An indication of each of the food ingredientsieh is produced from GMOs;

(2) An indication of each of the feed materialsaniditives which is produced from

GMOs.

(3) In the case products for which no list of imjemts exists, an indication that the

product is produced from GMOSs.

(b) Operators shall have in place systems and atdizdd procedures to allow the

holding of the information specified in this sectiand the identification, for a period of five (5)
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years from each transaction, of the operator bymvhad to whom the products have been made

available.

(c) This section shall not apply to traces of GM@products for food and feed produced

from GMOs in a proportion no higher than one per¢&¥o) of the entire food product.

21-36-7. Department to review. -The department of health shall monitor compliance

with this chapter by persons and entities engagéolod production, service, manufacture, and/or

distribution in Rhode Island. This monitoring shabo include compliance in regard to food and

feed produced from GMOs. The department shall tegmnually to the general assembly on the

status of compliance by food preparers, distrimjtand manufacturers, by March 15 of each

year.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on July 11420
LCO00505
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO FOOD AND DRUGS -- GENETICALLY MODIFIEBORGANISMS TO BE
LABELED

*%k%k

This act would require that food or food producteduced or made in Rhode Island
only, derived from or containing genetically moddi organisms be labeled as such by the
manufacturer, retailer, or other person beforeiqyit on the market for sale in Rhode Island.

This act would take effect on July 1, 2014.
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