10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

2013 -- H 5385

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTIONS - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS - ERENDITURES
REPORTING

Introduced ByRepresentatives Lima, Lombardi, O Neill, Dickinsand Malik

Date IntroducedFebruary 12, 2013

Referred ToHouse Judiciary

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 17-25-10 of the General Law<hapter 17-25 entitled "Rhode
Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Remd is hereby amended to read as
follows:

17-25-10. L awful methods of contributing to support of candidates -- Reporting --

Disposition of anonymous contributions. -- (a) No contribution shall be made or received, and

no expenditures shall be directly made or incurtedsupport or defeat a candidate except
through:

(1) The duly appointed campaign treasurer, or tfe@ampaign treasurers, of the
candidates;

(2) The duly appointed campaign treasurer or depainpaign treasurers of a political
party committee;

(3) The duly appointed campaign treasurer or depatnpaign treasurer of a political
action committee.

(b) 1t shall be lawful for any person, not otheseiiprohibited by law and not acting in
concert with any other person or group, to expesrdgnally from that person's own funds a sum
which is not to be repaid to him or her for anygmse not prohibited by law to support or defeat
a candidate; provided, that any person makingtperaiture shall be required to report all of his

or her expenditures and expenses, if the totahefmhoney so expended exceeds one hundred
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dollars ($100) within a calendar year, to the baafrélections within seven (7) days of making
the expenditure and to the campaign treasurereotéimdidate or political party committee on
whose behalf the expenditure or contribution wademnar to his or her deputy, within seven (7)
days of making the expenditure, who shall causeipenditures and expenses to be included in
his or her reports to the board of elections. Wéethperson is "acting in concert with any other
person or group" for the purposes of this subsectitall be determined by application of the
standards set forth in section 17-25-23.

(c) Any anonymous contribution received by a caigipareasurer or deputy campaign
treasurer shall not be used or expended, but Bhatturned to the donor, if the donor's identity
can be ascertained; if not, the contribution shsdheat to the state.

(d) All individuals, corporations or other businessired by any department of the state

shall be required to publically disclose all pci contributions made to any state elected officia

for the past four (4) years prior to their hirimggluding, without limitation, their sponsorship af

fundraiser for any elected official not presentyguired to report. This disclosure shall be filed

with the ethics commission.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTIONS - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS - ERENDITURES
REPORTING

*k%k

This act would make several changes to the rulesrgog the reporting of campaign
contributions, increasing the period of reportingppto the donor’s hire and further defining
what contributions are covered.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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