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2013 -- H 5293 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

HOUSE RESOLUTION

ADOPTING RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FORE YEARS
2013 - 2014

Introduced ByRepresentatives Corvese, and Azzinaro

Date IntroducedFebruary 06, 2013

Referred ToHouse Rules

RESOLVED, That pursuant to Article VI, Section 7the Constitution of the State of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, the fatigwules be adopted for the House of
Representatives for the ye@@112013and20122014

Rules Pertaining to the Speaker

(1) The Speaker is authorized to: take the ctahéegislative day, call the members to
order, and, if a quorum be present, proceed tabasj refer bills and resolutions upon
introduction; preserve order and decorum; call sother member to the chair in order to speak
from the floor as other members are entitled oregdmmatters; decide all questions without
debate subject to appeal to the House; and haeeary appeal the right to assign reasons for
any decision, and to put the question forward witHarther debate.

(2) The Speaker shall propound all questions irotder in which they are moved. On a
voice vote, if the Speaker doubts the result, divesion be called for, the Clerk of the House
shall call the roll. The Speaker shall declareattome of all votes.

(3) The Speaker may, but shall not be obligedate wn any question.

(4) All writs, warrants and subpoenas issued byeof the House shall be under the
hand and seal of the Speaker, attested by eithek. cl

(5) It shall be the duty of the sheriff in attendarupon the General Assembly, or either
of his/her deputies, to execute the command ofHbese, from time to time, together with all

such process, issued by authority thereof, as bhalirected to him/her by the Speaker.
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(6) (a) The Speaker may appoint a Speaker pro tenwleo may preside over the
sessions of the House during the absence of thekEBp&om the chair. The Speaker may appoint
a Deputy Speaker who, in case the Speaker and &paaktempore are absent, may call the
House to order and shall preside over the Houssosedn case of the absence of the Speaker,
Speaker pro tempore and Deputy Speaker, the smeimber present from Newport, or in the
absence of such member, a member chosen by ntitifida the House clerk by the Speaker
shall call the House to order and preside.

(b) In the case of the vacancy of the office of §peaker, the Speaker pro tempore shall
preside until a Speaker is elected by ballot.

Rules Pertaining to the Order of Business

(7)(a) The Speaker, or the Speaker’'s designed, mlepare the floor calendar for each
legislative day. The calendar shall be printed @denavailable electronically to the members
daily. During the legislative session, the Housallstonvene at 4 p.m. provided that the Speaker,
with adequate notice to the members, may conveneltiuse at another time.

(b) At the commencement of each day's sessiorothsimall be called or taken by use of
the electronic voting system. If a quorum is deiegad to be present the Speaker shall seek
approval of the previous day’s journal and theexgiroceed to business. The order of business,
unless the Speaker determines otherwise, shali fmlaws:

(i) Reports of standing and select committees.

(i) Introduction and reference of new business.

(iif) Communications, including communications frahe Senate.

(iv) Unfinished business in which the House wasagjegl at the time of last adjournment.

(v) Consent calendar.

(vi) Calendar.

(vii) Introduction of guests and announcements.

(viii) Matters of personal privilege.

(iX) Recess or adjournment.

(c) A representative desiring to introduce a hilresolution shall file the same with the
Clerk of the House. At the request of any repredem, an announcement presented to the
Speaker may be placed directly in the House Joumataig his or her absence from session.

(d) All bills and resolutions shall be filed nodathanMarch-3-2011February 14, 2013

(for the 2041 2013 session) and-ebruary—16.—201February 13, 2014for the 2012 2014

session). The provisions of this section shall aaply to city or town bills, to bills for the

reinstatement of corporate charters, to bills mgatto the solemnization of marriages,
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appropriations and budget bills, or to bills to atee or extend the reporting dates of study
commissions. Further, a member may introduce ai@udill or resolution after this date in
February if one day previous to such introductitve, member shall have notified the House of
his or her intention to introduce such bill or fegion by reading the title and giving a brief
explanation of its purpose. A member may avail lelinsr herself of the opportunity afforded by
this rule three (3) times only in each calendarry&at in no event after the fortieth (30
legislative day unless the matter is submitted witle approval of the Speaker. House
Committees may, but shall not be obligated to, read consider public bills or resolutions
approved for introduction pursuant to this rule.

(e) Any bill or resolution introduced on or befekpril—28,2011April 11, 2013(for the
20112013session) and on or befoerit12,-2012April 10, 2014(for the20122014session):

(i) if filed prior to the convening of the sessionthe instance where the desk has been
left open to receive matters, shall be in order tfeg first reading and, where appropriate,
assignment to committee, on that day, and

(i) if filed after the convening of the sessiomali be in order for the first reading and,
where appropriate, assignment to committee, oméhelegislative day and shall be considered a
part of that day's business, provided that the I8pemay direct that a given measure may be
treated in accord with subparagraph (i) above.

All bills or resolutions introduced aftéypri—28,2011April 11, 201 3(for the201412013
session) and aftekpri-12,-2012 April 10, 2014(for the20122014 session) shall be in order for
the first reading and, where appropriate, assighmoecommittee, on the day of introduction.

(f) The Clerk of the House shall cause the titld anmbers of all bills and resolutions
introduced to be published in the House Journaktierday on which said bill or resolution is
deemed, as herein provided, to have been introduced

(8) Bills and resolutions which are of a routineremonial, or non-controversial nature,
may be granted “Immediate Consideration” and brobgiiore the body for its approval without
appearing on the printed floor calendar, with tippraval of the Majority Leader, Minority
Leader, and Speaker. The representative seekimgagyroval shall request the permission of the
Majority and Minority Leaders and then during tHeof session indicate, by activating their
recognition light, that he or she has such a mattgaresent before the body. The resolution or
bill will then be presented to the House clerk wdiwll proceed to present the matter to the
Speaker who will bring it before the body for acsmivote. At the request of the prime sponsor
and in the discretion of the Speaker, the clerk bminstructed to read the resolution to the body.

(9) In addition to the provisions allowing for “Inediate Consideration” of routine,
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ceremonial or non-controversial bills or resolusipthere shall also be a consent calendar on
which may be entered such bills and resolutionthasSpeaker, Majority Leader, and Minority
Leader, or their designees, shall agree upon. ekatif substance shall be placed on the regular
calendar and be fully debated and considered byndrabership according to these rules. No bill
or resolution shall be included on the consentrcide on the date the consent calendar is
moved unless copies of the consent calendar ifiotine as it is intended to move and the same
have been made available to the membership notlatartwo (2) legislative days prior to the day
on which the consent calendar shall be proposdx tmoved. At the request of a member any
bill or resolution shall be removed from those udgd in the motion. All bills and
resolutions designated for action on the conselgndar shall be passed on motion without
discussion unless, at any time prior to the motmnpassage, a member requests removal of a
bill or resolution from the consent calendar in efhicase such bill or resolution shall be so
removed and placed on the regular calendar. Anly drilresolution so removed shall be
considered as having appeared on the regular @aldnd a period of time equivalent to that
during which it appeared on the consent calendar.

(10) (a) A member may claim the floor on a questiémpersonal privilege for no more
than five (5) minutes toreply to criticism, or wiscuss anything clearly derogatory, or
which reflects upon his or her character, or upenHouse in general, that appears in the press or
other public medium, but not to discuss favorabfenences to himself or herself.

(b) No member is permitted to attack another mendfeghe House personally, nor to
make false statements about, or question the ittexfy another member.

Rules Pertaining to Committees

(11)(a) The following standing committees shallamppointed each year in the month of
January or as soon as convenient after the adoptithe House Rules

A committee on corporations

A committee on environment and natural resources

A committee on finance

A committee on health, education and welfare

A committee on judiciary

A committee on labor

A committee on municipal government

A committee on rules

A committee on oversight

A committee on small business
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A committee on veterans’ affairs.

(b) The Speaker shall appoint all standing conmedt and create such other
subcommittees and committees as may be required tiroe to time and appoint thereto. All
subcommittees and committees shall have propotgonanority membership when feasible.
The Speaker, in consultation with the Minority Legdshall be the appointing authority for
minority membership on standing committees and auipgittees thereof, joint committees,
boards and commissions. All vacancies occurringnyn committee and subcommittee after they
have once been named shall be filled in like marnethe Speaker. The Speaker, Majority
Leader and Minority Leader shall be ex officio memsh with voting rights of all House
committees but shall not be counted for purposedetérmining a quorum. The Speaker shall
have the authority to appoint the chair, vice clamid secretary of each committee. In the event
that the chair of a committee is unable to senetduncapacity for medical or other reasons, the
Speaker may appoint an acting chair for the peofoduch incapacity, which acting chair shall
have all of the powers and duties of the chair. diear shall determine all questions of procedure
before the committee in cases not provided foh@se rules.

(c) A committee shall not consider any bill in thbsence of a quorum, which shall
consist of a majority of the committee's membership

(d) All committee meetings shall be open to theligulbut public participation shall be
limited to testimony on the matters before the catte®. The chair of any committee shall have
the authority to limit the length of a witness’'stimony in order to afford all witnesses the
opportunity to be heard, to limit repetitivenesd daplication, or to maintain order and decorum.

(e) It shall be the duty of the committee on firano take into consideration all
propositions relative to the revenue, to inquire ithe state of the public debt and to report from
time to time their opinion thereon and such projpmss relative thereto as to them shall
seem expedient.

(f) Upon introduction of the annual state budgetht® House on behalf of the Governor,
the budget shall be referred to the finance coremitiVithin two (2) weeks following receipt
thereof, the finance committee's fiscal advisotlspmvide to each member of the House a
concise summary of budget issues. Within threen@ks following the receipt of the budget,
the committee shall schedule such meetings aseingdenecessary to receive comment on the
budget as a whole from all House members who wistppear before it for that purpose.

(g) The Speaker may appoint from time to time suolbodtees of a given standing
committee, which shall consist only of membershaf tommittee from which it was appointed.

The chair of each standing committee shall be densd a member of each subcommittee of
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such committee. Each subcommittee may hear tesgiraarbills and resolutions falling within
the subject matter of its charge and shall repmthé committee from which it was appointed.
Subcommittees will otherwise conduct themselvesadnformity with these rules. The Speaker
shall appoint the chair of each subcommittee.

(12)(a) Committees shall take into consideratids@th petitions, resolves, bills, matters
or things as may be referred to them by the Houidle mower to report by bill or otherwise;
provided, however, that committees shall, whengassible, consider all bills of substantially
the same or of a similar nature at the same tingenranner that is otherwise in conformity with
these rules.

(b) A committee shall not consider any public billresolution not previously distributed
in print or electronically to its members exceptayote of the majority of the members of the
committee.

(c) The Chair of every committee shall post, impiand electronically, at least forty-
eight (48) hours priorto any committee meetinglish by number and title of the bills
and resolutions to be heard at that meeting. Sastings shall be made electronically and on the
Legislative Data Bulletin Board. The electronic g shall be considered the official date of the
posting. In the event that the electronic postiygieam is inoperable then the official posting shall
be the printed posting on the Legislative Data &irll Board. The Chair shall limit such listings
to the number of bills or resolutions he or shesoeably expects can be taken up by the
committee at that meeting. Any bill or resolutiomposted which the committee is not able to
take up at the stated meeting must be re-postedasesd above. Such postings shall be made
electronically, and on the House bulletin boaradworthe Legislative Data bulletin board. Copies
of all posted bills or resolutions shall be prowdd@ print or electronically to all committee
members and principal sponsors. A committee sldllhear any said bill or resolution without
such notice except by the consent of a majoritjtsofmembers and with at least one (1) day's
notification to the principal House sponsor. Theorsgr may, however, waive such one-
day notification. The time requirements of thisteect shall not apply to House bills returned
from the Senate with amendment, or, after th I8@islative day, to any bill originating in the
Senate.

(d) Every standing committee shall meet at leastameekly if any requests for hearings
on or consideration of bills or resolutions aregieg before it. The right to be heard on any such
bill or resolution may be granted, upon writtenedectronic request, to the principal sponsor
thereof as provided in these rules. No committed! $lear more than thirty (30) bills (exclusive

of city and town billsthose to be placed on the consent calendar, golccale senate bills that
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have previously passed) at any one (1) meeting.

(e) Upon receipt of a written request from the g@pal House sponsor of a bill or
resolution, a copy of which is to be given to teearding clerk of the committee, the committee
shall grant to said principal House sponsor a hgapn any said bill or resolution within thirty
(30) calendar days of the request, and providethdy that said committee shall grant to the
principal House sponsor consideration of his ar ik or resolution prior to the deadline for
committee action on such bill or resolution. Thengipal sponsor, with the concurrence of the
Chair, may cancel a scheduled hearing with tweoty-{24) hours’ notice to the Chair, which
notice shall be posted electronically. A hearingtponed twice at the sponsor’s request need not
be re-scheduled. For the purpose of the rule, dersiion shall mean a majority vote on one (1)
of the following:

() a motion to report the bill or resolution toetiHouse with a recommendation of
passage;

(i) a motion to report the bill or resolution am@nded, or in substitute form, to the
House with a recommendation of passage; or

(iif) a motion to report the bill or resolution the House without recommendation; or

(iv) a motion to report the bill or resolution et House with a recommendation of no
passage; or

(v) a motion to report the bill or resolution teethlouse with a recommendation that it be
held for further study.

In the event of a tie vote on any of the motionecdjed in (i), (ii), (iii), (iv) or (v)
hereof, the bill or resolution shall be lost.

The originals of bills or resolutions which havédd in committee shall be transmitted
by the committee clerks to the Secretary of Statetlie State Archives, with an appropriate
notation thereon at the time specified in R.1.G.L.

(f) Committee Chairs shall bring reports of comasttactions to the floor no later than
two (2) weeks following the committee votes thereprovided that this shall not apply to the
Committee on Finance, nor shall it apply to bilesny held for further study under subdivision
(e)(v). A committee member may move reconsidenatibany vote taken so long as the bill or
resolution which was the subject of the vote rema@inthe possession of the committee and that
the motion is made by a member voting in the mBjoA motion to reconsider in committee
shall not be debated.

Bills or resolutions concerning appropriations, erete or expenditures shall not be

subject to the above time limits.
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(9) In the event a committee fails to afford comsadion to any bill or resolution within
the prescribed time where such consideration has peoperly requested, the principal sponsor
may report such failure in writing to the Speakéthee House and the Speaker thereupon may
order the immediate discharge of the bill or resotufrom a committee to the House floor.

(h) All bills or resolutions reported from commgteshall be placed on the calendar or,
pursuant to the restrictions of these rules, onctivesent calendar for the required period of time
according to these rules before House considerati®ihs and resolutions reported from
committees and received by the Clerk of the Housa po the convening of the session on a
given legislative day shall be deemed to have beeeived, and therefore in order to be placed
upon the appropriate calendar, as of that days Billd resolutions so received after the convening
of the session on a given legislative day shalldemed to have been received, and therefore in
order to be placed upon the appropriate calendarthe next legislative day and shall be
considered a part of that day’s business.

House Rule 12(e) regarding the necessity to holteaing at the sponsor’s request
through 12(h) pertaining to the timing of placindgid onto the floor calendar shall not apply to
any bill or resolution which shall have originaiadhe Senate.

(i) No public bill or resolution which originateah ithe House shall be considered by a
House committee unless the committee has held ringean that bill or resolution bypri-28;
2031 April 11, 2013 (or Aprit222012April 10, in the case 026122014, and thereafter the
committees of the House shall not consider pulilis br resolutions except those which have
been acted upon by the Senate and transmittedeb$e¢hate to the House of Representatives,
provided however, that the committee on finance megr and consider such House bills, acts or
resolutions as it deems to have a fiscal impaet afpri-28,—2011 April 11, 2013(or Apritd2;
2022 April 10, in the case 026122014, except as provided in section (j) hereof, armvigled
further, that each other House committee may cammensideration of not more than three (3)
House bills or resolutions after said date, on Whstich committee had not been able to
complete action, upon approval by the Speaker ofrdten request from the Chair. All
such requests must be filed with the Clerk of tlmus¢ no later thaApril28,2011 April 11,
2013 (or Aprit222012April 10, in the case 026122014. The provisions of this paragraph
shall not apply to House bills of which Senate thgtes have passed the House.

() No House bill which relates to an individugbension or retirement shall be accepted
as a committee report from the committee on finamdess it shall have been considered by the

committee on or befordprit282011April 11, 2013(or Apriti2-2012April 10, in the case of

20122014, and shall have been heard in the committee teo than one (1) week prior to that
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date.

(k) Transfers —The Speaker or the Speaker’s desigray direct the transfer of a bill or
resolution from one committee to another at anyetiifhe committee receiving the transferred
bill or resolution must comply with the posting aimde requirements of this section.

(13)(a) Committees shall keep a permanent recorthef written submissions and of
their voting tally sheets, and the same shall B#@ipwecords and available to any member and to
any person within two (2) legislative days upontten request.

(b) Each committee shall file with the Clerk of tHeuse and with legislative data
services a list of all measures on which formalbacivas taken and a copy of the recorded vote
tally on each such measure.

(c) The Speaker shall formulate a plan for the jpabbn of committee votes and work to
implement the plan so committee votes appear omiagprominent and conspicuous location on
the General Assembly website prior to the floolegadf the bill occurringonline-committee
veteoshollboovmilable sublichone lodnr than U A0 ]|

(d) The Speaker, wherever feasible with the cosfofeexisting room availability and
personnel levels, shall direct Capitol Televisiomtoadcast committee hearings live on Capitol
Television or, in the instance where committeesageting on the same day and time, record the
hearings for broadcast on a delayed basis. Conaigarings dealing with the expenditure of
public funds shall be given priority for live brazast. Chairs of the various committees are
authorized to make a request of the Speaker, dgpleaker’s designee, to broadcast their
respective committee hearings on Capitol Televiffitiney believe an agenda item is of

particular importance or interest.

recorded

Rules Pertaining to Bills and Petitions

(14)(a) No bill or resolution shall be consideredaoted upon by the House if objection
is made unless the same has been considered bytedpor recalled from a committee thereof,
from a joint committee, or by two-thirds (2/3) oembers present. This rule shall not apply to a
House Bill of which the Senate duplicate has paskedHouse, and provided further that the
Speaker may at any time order a duplicate billiveckfrom the Senate or a Senate bill after the
budget bill shall have passed the House, ontodlendar.

(b) When a bill or resolution is postponed indeaéhj, the same shall not be acted upon

again during the session.
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(c) No bill or resolution shall be passed or conedirin without two (2) readings. The
first reading shall take place by acceptance obilier resolution and publication in the House
Journal and the second after it has been placed thgocalendar. No bill or resolution upon the
calendar shall be taken up for consideration untegges thereof, in the form in which it was
reported from committee, shall have been made ablailin print or electronically to the
members no later than the rise of the House otetlislative day before the day on which it shall
be in order for consideration. No matter of bussnes the calendar shall be considered upon its
merits prior to the legislative day after it shadive been placed on the calendar except by vote of
the majority of the members present and voting. gite@isions of this paragraph shall not apply
to Senate bills received by the House which ardichtps of House bills.

(d) No more than fifty (50) public bills shall bertsidered upon their merits during any
one (1) legislative day and no bill shall be braugbkfore the body aftet1:30 10:30 p.m.,
provided, however, that House bills returned friwe $enate, Senate bills which are duplicates of
and identical to House bills, corporate charterooation bills, and solemnization of marriage
bills and bills removed from the consent calenday be considered notwithstanding this limit.
Provided further, that Senate bills which are digibs of and identical to House bills, and House
bills returned from the Senate, may without objattbe bundled and passed by one vote
provided that they are provided to members eleatatly prior to consideration. In the case of
bundled bills that contain identical and duplic&enate bills, at the request of the Majority and
Minority Leaders the House journal will reflect thiéne vote of the members on the bill is
consistent with his or her vote on the duplicataistobill previously passed. Prior to the vote on
a duplicate bill, it should be stated for the recand be made known to the body that the bill is
identical.

(e) The budget bill shall be prepared by Legisea@ouncil. The budget bill shall not be
considered by the House unless copies thereofewad by the finance committee have been
available to the members for seven (7) calendas.d&gr the purposes of calculating the seven
(7) day requirement, the day of passage by thenEm&ommittee shall not be counted but the
scheduled day for floor action shall be includedthe calculation. No amendment which is
intended to make a substantive change in the buij@ay be offered other than by the Chair
of the finance committee, except with the agreenémivo-thirds (2/3) of the members present,
unless the text thereof shall have been submittéldet Legislative Council and made available to
the members two (2) calendar days prior to theatawhich the budget bill shall be in order for
consideration.

(f) An amendment which was germane when preparetiydoich was offered in a timely

LC01021/SUB A - Page 10 of 21
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fashion, but is no longer germane because of amnieing amendment, may, with the agreement
of the majority leader and minority leader, be sed orally or in writing by the sponsor without
renewed compliance with the requirements hereof.

(g) After the 50th legislative day, bills or restiduns received back from the Senate with
amendments requiring House concurrence shall, tvétagreement of the House sponsor and the
Majority Leader, be placed on the calendar in ofdethe day upon which they are received.

(15)(a) There shall be attached to every publicdsiresolution when first introduced an
explanation of such bill or resolution indicatinget proposed changes, and/or the statute or
existing law which such bill or resolution purpottsamend.

(b) When any bill or resolution is offered whichiléended to amend any part or parts of
an existing statute, or the Constitution of thetesstd Rhode Island, or the House Rules, any part
or parts intended to be stricken shall be containetthe bill or resolution and shall be crossed
out. All new matter contained in the bill or redan shall be underlined, so that the new matter
may be easily discerned. Existing language not nded to be amended shall be
reproduced without change.

(c) "Public bill" shall include all bills or resdions which in any way have general
application throughout the state or which are afiature for which the constitution requires
special treatment, and bills which relate to anviiddal's pension or retirement benefits. Bills or
resolutions of a private or local nature shall hetconsidered "Public bills" and shall include:
those which pertain to a particular city or townlaral entity; those making claims against the
state; those which pertain to private corporatibarters and amendments thereto and restoration
thereof, and to amendments to authorize holdingsdiy-profit organizations of a charitable,
civic, library or like nature; resolutions memoizathg congress, or of congratulations or
expressing sympathy or condolences; resolutiogeesting the several departments of state
government to grant some privilege, considerationebef; and others of like private and local
nature.

(d) All bills and resolutions, private as well asbfic, and all proposed amendments
thereto, shall be prepared by the Legislative Cibuacd the Clerk of the House may decline to
accept for introduction any bill, resolution or rismittal not in conformity herewith. Once
introduced and referred, all bills and resolutiosisall be printed and made available
electronically, except resolutions of congratulatemd condolence. The Legislative Council may
decline to accept for drafting any proposal foraamendment submitted to it later than 3 p.m. on
the day on which the bill or resolution to be anenhds to be heard, provided that the Speaker or

his or her designee may waive this restriction.
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(e) All bills and resolutions which have been idinoed at the request of one of the
general officers shall bear a stamp indicating sedquest.

() Upon presentation of testimony before a comamsittthe prime sponsor of a bill or
resolution shall provide to the committee the nasheany individual, group or organization
responsible for the substantive basis or text @fiH.

() A prime sponsor may withdraw a bill or resotutipreviously introduced at any time,
upon written request to the Clerk of the House doren which the Clerk of the House shall
provide.

(9)(i) In the event a bill is amended or substiduby a committee for floor action, the
sponsor or sponsors of that bill may elect, inimgit to have their names disassociated from said
bill and the committee report shall reflect thieation and it shall be reflected in the House
journal.

(i) A co-sponsor of a bill or resolution may rensowis or her name from a bill or
resolution at any time prior to its passage upoittewr notice to the clerk. If the co-sponsor is
listed electronically as one of the sponsors, si@nge in sponsorship shall be amended online
as well as reflected in the House journal.

() (i) A bill or resolution may be pre-filed by yimember or member-elect with the
Clerk of the House at any time from November 15h® day prior to the commencement of the
regular annual session. The clerk shall order intpd by Legislative Council, and make it
available for the first reading on the second daye succeeding session.

(ii) Only the bills or resolutions filed by membeskected and qualified shall receive the
first reading.

(i) In the event that any member or member-ekddll die after filing and before the
first reading, the death of said member or memhbsatehall constitute automatic withdrawal of
said bill or resolution; provided, however, thates a bill or resolution shall have had more than
one sponsor, said bill or resolution and numbell sttd be withdrawn and the member whose
name appears second on said bill or resolutiort BBabme the prime sponsor.

(16) No measure without a body or substantive curgkall be accepted at any time, nor
shall a substitute bill be accepted which is naiststent with the title and substance of the
original bill. No motion or proposition of a subjadifferent from that under consideration shall
be admitted under color of amendment.

(17)(a) No amendment to a pending bill or resolutisay be considered by the House,
except by unanimous consent, unless the text ofathendment shall be on the desks of the

members in typed form or accessible electronically.
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(b) When an amendment proposed to any pending meislaid on the table, it shall not
be construed to be a motion to table the measuvéharh the amendment has been offered.

(c) The motion to lay on the table and the motiortake from the table shall be non-
debatable; provided, however, that the mover chrmendment shall be allowed two (2) minutes
to reply when a motion is made to table his ordreendment; whereupon the Speaker shall put
forwardthe question on the motion to table.

(18) Amendments, articles or sections of the Sthtelget shall concern only
appropriations, expenditures, revenue or mattéateabthereto.

(19) Except with respect to present and former nemiof the General Assembly,
general officers, members of the judiciary, andtelé state and federal officials, all expressions
in the nature of condolences and in the natureonfj@tulations may be presented in omnibus
resolutions which shall not require concurrent@actnd which, upon passage, shall be forthwith
transmitted to the Secretary of State.

(20)(a) No petition to discharge a bill or resadatifrom Committee shall be appropriate
for presentation until after the fiftieth (80legislative day and until the bill or resolutishall
have been in the possession of the Committee fdeg®than sixteen (16) legislative days. On
any day after those requirements have been mepriivee sponsor of a bill or resolution may
present a petition in writing to discharge the cattea from further consideration of a public bill
or resolution which has been referred to a commitsend by no other procedure, but only one
petition may be presented for a public bill or teion during the course of a session. The
petition shall be placed inthe custody of the rdity clerk of the House who shall arrange
some convenient place for the signatures of the lmeesnto be placed thereon in the presence of
said clerk. A signature may be withdrawn by a menateany time before the petition receives
sufficient signatures to become effective, and spetitions shall become effective, and shall
serve to discharge a committee from further comattn of the public bill or resolution and shall
cause said public bill or resolution to be plac@druthe calendar for action, when any thirty-
eight (38) representatives shall have affixed thiginatures thereto, provided, however, that if,
after the bill or resolution is calendared but befib is taken up, enough signatures are withdrawn
so that the number of effective signatures fallewehirty-eight (38), the bill or resolution shall
pass off the calendar. (b) At the time the petit®properly submitted to the clerk of the House, a
notation shall be added to the travel of the latition for that particular legislation as it apgear
online.

(c) During House consideration of any dischargeblipwill or resolution, no motion to

recommit or lay on the table shall be entertaingdhle Speaker until every member desiring to
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be heard has been recognized.

(21) No vote or act which has been passed by theséishall be sent by the clerk to the
Senate or to the Governor before the expiratiotheftime limit for its reconsideration, except
where the Speaker has ordered the transmittal amdbjection is stated by a member, or in a case
where an objection is stated said objection tostratial is supported by a majority of those
members who voted on the matter

Rules Pertaining to Decorum and Debates

(22) When any member desires to speak in debate, dgliver any matter to the House,
the member shall activate his or her recognitiotidmy and when recognized from the rostrum
rise and proceed by respectfully addressing thal&pe Debate shall be confined to the matter
before the House. No member shall be permittedsto mor shall the Speaker entertain, any
guestion not directly related to the matter betbeeHouse.

(23) When two (2) or more members seek to be rézedras indicated by activation of
their recognition buttons, the Speaker shall selezmember who is to speak first.

(24) No member, exclusive of the Majority and Miityieaders, the principal sponsor
or floor manager, or the chair of the committeerfravhich the bill or resolution was reported,
shall speak more than twice to the same questitiout the leave of the House, nor more than
once until every member choosing to speak shalk rgpoken, nor for longer than five (5)
minutes without the leave of the House.

(25) If any member, in speaking or otherwise, tgaesses any rule of the House, the
Speaker shall, or any member may, call him or dearter, in which case the member called to
order shall immediately sit down, unless permithgdthe Speaker to continue and the House
shall, if appealed to, decide on the case but witdebate. If the reading of any printed or written
paper be objected to, it shall be determined bystieaker, and the House, if appealed to.

(26) While the Speaker is putting any question,addressing the House, or when a
member is speaking, none shall entertain privatcadirse in person or by phone, nor
walk between the member who is addressing the $peald the chair. At no time while the
House is in session on the floor or in committeallshny person use cell phones or cause
disruption by any other means.

(27) When a motion is made and seconded, it skeaditéited by the Speaker, or, being in
writing, shall be handed to the Speaker and reath®\yClerk of the House before debate. Any
motion shall be reduced to writing before debatemnaver the Speaker shall so direct.

(28) Any bill or resolution of more than one sentishall be passed upon by section,

at the request of any member. With the leave ofSpeaker, a section that is susceptible of
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division shall be divided and put separately ugangropositions of which it is compounded, but
a motion to strike out and substitute shall notiiveded.

(29) After a motion is stated by the Speaker, adrgy the clerk, it shall be deemed to be
in possession of the House, but any motion mayitrevawn by the mover at any time before a
decision or amendment.

(30) When a question is under debate no motiori bhaleceivedexcept: to adjourn, for
the previous question, to take a recess, to layherntable, to fix a time for closing debate, to
postpone indefinitely, to postpone to a day ceyt@ircommit, or to amend. The motions for any
of the above actions shall have precedence inrther i which they are here arranged.

(31) When a time for a meeting of the House shallehbeen previously fixed upon, a
motion to adjourn shall be always in order. Mo$ida take from the table, to reconsider, for the
previous question, to take a recess, to adjourh fanthe vote, shall be decided without debate.
Motions to lay on the table shall also be non-dathlat except that the mover of an amendment
shall be allowed two (2) minutes to reply when &iomis made to table his or her amendment as
referenced in Rule 17(c).

(32) No member shall vote on any question of payaperty in the event of which he
or she is immediately and particularly interested.

(33)(a) No member shall speak or vote, unless withé bar of the House and at his or
her seat, except as hereinafter provided. Every meemvho shall be in his or her seat in the
House Chamber when the question is put, shall bigeor her vote, unless prior thereto the
Speaker shall have excused him or her in accordaitbethe provisions of the Code of Ethics

statute (RIGL 36-14-6)Members must file a written request for recusal #reljournal shall

reflect such recusal with the letter "RNb member may vote for another member, nor adivat

another member's voting machine except by the egpieection of that member who is present
in the House chamber. No one may occupy the vaeattof a member.

(b) When a violation of Rule 33(a) in regard toingtis alleged in writing by a member,
the Speaker may refer said written allegation soHouse Rules Committee to investigate, hold
hearings, ascertain the facts and report its foglsnd recommendation to the House, which may
then take appropriate action including but not t@dito expulsion as authorized by Article 6,
Section 7 of the Constitution of the State.

(c) The electronic voting machine of any memberpresent when the quorum is called
shall remain locked until the member has notifibd #ecordingreading clerk of his or her
presence. Upon late arrival but prior to adjourntharmember may report his or her presence to

therecordingreadingclerk which shall be recorded in the journal.
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(d) Any member who leaves the floor before adjowgntrfor the remainder of that day's
session shall report to thiecerdingreadingclerk prior to his or her departure. Theserding
readingclerk will then lock the electronic voting machiokthat member.

(34)(a) The electronic voting system may be usegd¢ord attendance and quorums, and
shall be used to record all votes on public billd &otes on rule changes and suspensions. It shall
be used for other votes by request of a membdreadiscretion of the Speaker. The results of all
votes recorded electronically shall be reportedbath the House journal and, as it pertains to
votes on bills, reflected in a prominent and cotspiis place on the General Assembly website.
The procedure for the recording of such votes enhall be determined by the Speaker and
reported to the body.

(b) In the event the machine is not to be used @t operating properly, all votes and
other determinations may be taken as otherwisdaremtjby House rules, either by voice vote,
division vote or by calling the roll alphabeticallgnd recording the ayes and nays. If a
member's voting device is out of order, he or dh@l gise and announce it to the presiding
officer and call his or her vote orally prior toetldeclaration of the result of the vote. Every
member may vote providing he or she is in the clenalh the House at the time the vote is in
progress and before the machine is locked.

(c) The electronic voting system shall be underabmtrol of the presiding officer and
shall be operated by such personnel as the Speakez House so designates. At a reasonable
time, prior to any vote being taken, the presidifiicer shall announce that a vote is about to
be taken. When any member other than the Speaktredfiouse is presiding, he or she shall
direct the voting clerk to record his or her voteifacast at his or her voting station. Until the
completion of the voting, no member shall be re@aph and no other business shall be
transacted.

(d) When sufficient time has elapsed for each merbeote, the presiding officer shall
order the machine locked and activate the recorgiragess. When the vote is completely
recorded, the clerk shall advise the presidingceffiof the result; and the presiding officer shall
announce the result to the House and the resultlshaecorded in the journal. No vote may be
changed after the system has been locked and theeaorded.

(e) When a division is called for, those in thfirafative or the negative, as the case may
be, shall cast their votes accordingly and thengptilerk shall activate the recording equipment
so as to reflect only the numerical count. When vtbé&e is completely recorded, the clerk
shall advise the presiding officer of the resuttgl ahe presiding officer shall announce the result

to the House. (In the event the electronic votiygjesm is not operating properly, the division
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vote shall be conducted as otherwise provided ingdaules).

(f) After the question has been put, but beforesystem is locked, any member may call
for a statement of the question.

(g) While the presiding officer is putting the gties, or the vote is being recorded, no
member shall speak or leave his or her place. Afteote has been ordered there shall be no
debate whatever.

(h) In case of a tie vote the question shall b los

(35) There shall be a motion for the previous daastalso known as moving the
guestion, which shall always be in order and wisblall not be debated, and which may be
moved and ordered upon any bill or section theraofendment, motion, resolution or question
which is debatable, any of which shall be consideas the main question for the purpose of
applying the previous question. When a motion lier previous question has been made, no other
motion shall be entertained by the Speaker untilai been put to the House and decided. All
incidental questions of order arising after a mofior the previous question has been made, and
before the vote has been taken on the main questiall be decided whether on appeal or
otherwise without debate. When the previous quedieas been ordered, a motion to reconsider
such vote shall not be in order, and no motiondpwan or take a recess while a quorum is
present shall be entertained between the takisgdi vote and the taking of the vote on the main
question. Ten (10) minutes shall be allowed fothier debate upon the main question during
which no member shall speak more than three (3)utes, and a further period of ten
(10) minutes, if desired, shall be allowed for delta the member introducing the bill or question
to be acted upon, or to the member or members tmmate or she may yield the floor, at the
close of which time, or at the close of the fiest {10) minutes, in case the introducer does not
desire to so use his or her time, the vote on tlé muestion shall be taken. If incidental
guestions of order are raised after the previowstipn has been ordered, the time occupied in
deciding such question shall be deducted fromithe allowed for debate.

(36) When any vote is passed, any member votinghm majority may move
to reconsider on the same or the next legislatiag, @ the matter has not been previously
transmitted to the proper party. A motion to reédesshall not be debated and once a motion for
reconsideration has been decided it shall not tensedered.

(37)(a) The presiding officer may refer to “Masollanual of Legislative Procedure,”
most recent edition, published by the National @agrice of State Legislatures, for guidance as
to procedure on the floor of the House in all sasewhich its provisions are not inconsistent

with applicable law or these rules.
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(b) A point of order is the parliamentary devicged to require a deliberative body to
observe its own rules and to follow establishedigrmentary practice. A point of order is proper
during a floor debate when a member questions wehdiiere has been a breach of order or of the
rules. The person speaking at the time a pointrdérois raised, shall be instructed by the
presiding officer to stop speaking until the matseresolved. The Speaker shall not entertain one
point of order while another is pending. A pointasfler must be raised at the time the particular
question is pending. No member shall be permittgatésent argument under the guise of a point
of order, a point of parliamentary inquiry, or aegtion. No member shall resort to persistent
irrelevance or persistent repetition.

Rules Pertaining to Admission to the Floor

(38)(a) No person or persons, except currentlytetemembers of the general assembly,
legislative staff assigned by the Speaker or Migodeader and authorized representatives of
the public press shall be admitted to the floothef house during the session thereof, except by
the approval of the speaker for a designated parpdse speaker may make special provision for
admission to the floor of the House during theisesthereof for persons, who by reason of
disability, are unable to gain access to the Hgiadleries. All persons so admitted by the Speaker
to the floor of the House during the session thestall be present for the sole purpose of
observing the proceedings of the House and shaihire seated, refrain from conversation, and
maintain the decorum of the House. No person soitetl shall contact, address, speak or
gesture to, or communicate in any way with any omember while present on the floor of the
House. No person on the floor of the chamber slralis in a manner offensive to the decorum of
the House. Any House member who observes conductialation of the House Rules
shall immediately notify the Speaker thereof and 8peaker shall forthwith take appropriate
corrective action and may order the removal ofdfiending person.

(b) During House sessions, admission to the Housege is limited to currently serving
members, and staff of the General Assembly autbdiig/ the Speaker

(c) Complimentary items, souvenirs and gifts ofdatall not be placed upon members'
desks nor delivered to the floor of the House anenbers’' mailboxes.

(39) Authorized representatives of the public preay be admitted by the Speaker to the
floor of the House and assigned seats under sgghat®ons as he or she may from time to time
prescribe. Such press representatives as shatirbited shall have no privilege upon the floor
other than to pass to and from the seats assigribem.

M iscellaneous Rules

(40) In the event of the calling of an extraordinaession of the General Assembly by
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the Governor, or a reconvened session by the Spedkine House or the President of the
Senate, said session shall be conducted pursudimé tmregoing rules; provided, however, that
the requirement for prior posting of bills by contieés, the limitation on consideration of House
bills by House committees, the prohibition on regdh bill a second time on the same day it was
given first reading and the two (2) day calendagumement and the deadline for
new introductions shall not be applicable duringhsextraordinary sessions, and provided further
that any bill or resolution for consideration of ialn the session is called shall have been
provided electronically to the members at leastntydour (24) hours prior to the opening of
the session.

(41) The procedure to be followed in considerabgrthe House of a motion to override
the Governor’s veto of a bill or resolution (whetla¢ an extraordinary or reconvened session as
contemplated in Rule 45 or at a regular sessigheoHouse) shall be as follows: The Governor’s
objections to the bill or resolution shall be eateinto upon the House Journal as required by the
Rhode Island Constitution, Article 9, Section 1fheTGovernor's objections shall be made
available to the members in written form or elegirally, and upon the request of any member
shall be read aloud by the Clerk of the House. Edi¢he following: the prime sponsor of the bill
(in the case of a House bill), the Minority Leadesrd the Majority Leader may, if he or she
wishes, and in the order specified, speak for neerttean five (5) minutes. Thereupon the House
shall immediately proceed to a vote as prescrilpethe Rhode Island Constitution, Article 9,
Section 14, and such vote once taken shall ndddesubject of a motion to reconsider. If the bill
or resolution shall have passed notwithstandingviit® of the Governor, the same shall be
immediately transmitted to the Senate or to theedawy of State as may be appropriate.

(42)(a) Once adopted by a majority of the body @mésand voting, no rule shall be
repealed or amended, except by two-thirds (2/3)@imembers voting.

(b) A rule may be temporarily suspended with thesemt of the Majority and Minority
Leaders or by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the rbens voting except that in no case shall the
rules pertaining to the recording of votes be sodpd. At the time a rule or rules are temporarily
suspended, the duration of time that the rule sfmBuspended shall clearly be stated to the body
and recorded in the House journal. The applicatibtthis rule as it pertains to the temporary
suspension of the rules shall not be subject tcmdment or repeal. Any motion to repeal, amend
or suspend any rule shall be a debatable motioaruhdse rules.

(c) At the beginning of a legislative session, thkes of the previous legislative session
shall remain in full force and effect until the pwment rules of the House for the current session

have been prepared, presented, debated and adwmptadmajority vote of the House. Any
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member at the beginning of a legislative session wlas not a member at the time of the

adoption of the rules shall be provided with a copthe rules.

(43)a) Within a reasonable time of the House adoptinguilss,the rules will be posted

on the House websit

(44) The Speaker shall designate a staff membershiad be responsible for providing
any Representative, who shall request in writingh) & dvd copy of any of any proceeding of the
General Assembly that has been broadcast on Cadmtelision within two (2) business days of
receiving the request.

Establishment of Caucuses

(45)(a) Members of the House may establish affilgrioups to be known as "Caucuses."

(b) Membership in any said Caucus is limited toydelected members of the House. No

party, person, nor organization who is not a diggted member of the House shall be involved

in nor be allowed to join nor participate in anymar in the business of the Caucus.

(c) Membership in any said Caucus is open to thadse are primarily in said affiliate

group, but should not necessarily be closed tordfloese members.

(d) Notwithstanding 45(c):

(1) Any Caucus organized around a political paffiliaion is limited solely to those

House members who belong to said party.

(2) Any Caucus organized around a county and/oricmal affiliation is limited solely

to those House members who represent said coudtgramunicipality.

(e) The duties of each Caucus shall be to providenamon association and opportunity

for members to interact with each other and to eskiconcerns and to act as a positive body to

implement leqislation, initiatives, suggestions arider forms of action on issues of common

interest to the membership.

(f) The governing body of any Caucus is limitedat@hairperson and vice chairperson

and any member of the Caucus shall be eligibletd &iny office.

(g) The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

(1) Chairperson:
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(i) To preside over all meetings of the Caucus;

(ii) To provide an agenda for each meeting to thadgending; and

(iii) To conduct the annual election of officers.

(2) Vice Chairperson:

(i) To assume duties of the Chairperson in hisétesence; and

(i) To conduct all votes, not withstanding 45(9}{il), at meetings.

(h) Office holders shall be elected by a simpleanbj of a quorum vote by the body for

a two (2) - year term.

(1) In the event an officer cannot fulfill his oehterm, the following rules shall apply:

(1) A vacancy in the Chairperson’s office shalffiied by the Vice Chairperson.

(2) A vacancy in the Vice-Chairperson's office $hag filled by a majority vote of a

quorum of the membership of the Caucus.

(3) The term of the replaced officers shall begimiediately and shall terminate upon the

reqular election of new officers.

(1) A guorum shall consist of two-thirds (2/3) &t current membership of the Caucus.

(k) No budget shall be appropriated for any Caunwsshall any Caucus engage in the

raising of funds nor in-kind donations to pay foy@f its activities.

(D_All caucuses shall be established by writtertifloation to the Speaker or his/her

designee with all elections being held one montkrahe establishment. The two (2) - year

election term shall run from the date of said ébect

(m) Rules 45(f), 45(q), 45(h), and 45(i) shall apply to political party caucuses.

(n) Nothing shall preclude the formation of joiducuses between the house and senate.
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