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2013 -- H 5278

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO FOOD AND DRUGS -- GENETICALLY MODIFIEBODRGANISMS TO BE
LABELED

Introduced ByRepresentatives Hull, Giarrusso, Shekarchi, MdtBatd Handy

Date IntroducedFebruary 06, 2013

Referred ToHouse Health, Education & Welfare

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Title 21 of the General Laws entitledd®D AND DRUGS" is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following chapter:
CHAPTER 37

LABELING OF FOOD PRODUCTS CONTAINING GENETICALLY MOIFIED

ORGANISMS

21-37-1. Purpose. -The purpose of this chapter is to provide a franmt&wfor the

traceability of products consisting of or contamigenetically modified organisms (GMQOs), and

food and feed produced from GMOSs, with the objexgivof facilitating accurate labeling,

monitoring the effects on the environment and, wheppropriate, on health, and the

implementation of the appropriate risk managemesdisures including, if necessary, withdrawal

of products.

21-37-2. Scope and applicability of chapter. a) This chapter shall apply, at all stages

of the placing on the open market for sale in Rhst#nd, to:

(1) Products consisting of, or containing, GMOsceld on the market for sale in Rhode

Island;

(2) Food produced from GMOs, placed on the markeséle in Rhode Island; and

(3) Feed produced from GMOs, placed on the marketdle and/or use in Rhode Island.

(b) This chapter shall not apply to medicinal pretdufor human and veterinary use
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authorized under title 23 (“Health and Safety”).

21-37-3. Definitions. —As used in this chapter, the following terms sHalle the

following meanings unless the context clearly sfgexiotherwise:

(1) “Genetically modified organism” or “GMQO” mearsn organism whose genetic

characteristics have been altered by the insedfoa modified gene or a gene from another

organism using the technigues of genetic engingerin

(2) “Produced from GMOs” means derived, in wholeirompart, from GMOs, but not

containing or consisting of GMOs;

(3) “Traceability” means the ability to trace GM@sd products produced from GMOs at

all stages of their placing on the market throdghgroduction and distribution chains;

(4) “Unique identifier” means a simple numeric dplmnumeric code which serves to

identify a GMO on the basis of the authorized tfamsation event from which it was developed

and providing the means to retrieve specific infation pertinent to that GMO;

(5) “Operator” means a natural or legal person wlawes a product on the market for

sale in Rhode Island or who receives a producthbatbeen placed on the market in the state, at

any stage of the production and distribution chhiri,does not included the final consumer;

(6) “Final consumer” means the ultimate consumeo wiill not use the product as part

of any business operation or activity;

(7) “Placing on the market” means placing on thekegfor sale in Rhode Island;

(8) “The first stage of the placing on the markéta product” means the initial

transaction in the production and distribution asawhere a product is made available to a third

party;

(9) “Pre-packaged product” means any single iteferefl for sale consisting of a product

and the packaging into which it was put before effered for sale, whether such packaging

encloses the product completely or only partiatisovided that the contents cannot be altered

without opening or changing the packaging.

21-37-4. Traceability and labeling requirements for products consisting of or

containing GMOs. —(a) Traceability.

(1) At the first stage of the placing on the marddea product consisting of or containing

GMOs, including bulk gquantities, operators shalswe that the following information is

transmitted in writing to the operator receiving fhroduct:

(i) That it contains or consists of GMOs;

(i) An identification of the GMOs within the produ

(2) At all subsequent stages of the placing on rttaeket of products referred to in
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paragraph (a)(1)(i), operators shall ensure thet itffiormation received in accordance with

paragraph (a)(1)(i) and (ii) is transmitted in \tt to the operators receiving the products.

(3) In the case of products consisting of or canit@ mixtures of GMOs to be used only

and directly as food or feed or for processing,ittiermation referred to in paragraph (a)(2)(ii)

may be replaced by a declaration of use by theabmperaccompanied by a list of the unique

identifiers for all those GMOs that have been usecbnstitute the mixture.

(4) Operators shall have in place systems and atdizéd procedures to allow the

holding of information specified in this sectiondathe identification, for a period of five (5)

yvears from each transaction, of the operator bymvhod the operator to whom the products have

been made available.

(b) Labeling.

(1) For products consisting of or containing GM@gerators shall ensure that:

(i) For pre-packaged products offered to the ficmhsumer consisting of, or containing

GMOs, the words “This product contains geneticattgdified organisms” or “This product

contains genetically modified [name of organisni(ajjpear on a label;

(i) For non-pre-packaged products offered to thalfconsumer the words “This product

contains genetically modified organisms” or “Thi®guct contains genetically modified [name

of organism(s)]” shall appear on, or in connectiath, the display of the product.

(c) Exemptions.

(1) This section shall not apply to traces of GM@groducts in a proportion no higher

than one percent (1%) of the entire food product.

21-37-5. Traceability requirements for products forfood and feed produced from

GMOs. — (a) When placing products produced from GMOs on rifeket in Rhode Island,

operators shall ensure that the following informatis transmitted in writing to the operator

receiving the product:

(1) An indication of each of the food ingredientsieh is produced from GMOs;

(2) An indication of each of the feed materialsaoiditives which is produced from

GMOs.

(3) In the case products for which no list of irdjemts exists, an indication that the

product is produced from GMOs.

(b) Operators shall have in place systems and atdizdd procedures to allow the

holding of the information specified in this sectiand the identification, for a period of five (5)

years from each transaction, of the operator bymvhad to whom the products have been made

available.
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(c) This section shall not apply to traces of GM@products for food and feed produced

from GMOs in a proportion no higher than one per¢g#o) of the entire food product.

21-37-6. Department to review. Jhe department of health shall monitor compliance

with this chapter by persons and entities engagéolod production, service, manufacture, and/or

distribution in Rhode Island. This monitoring shabo include compliance in regard to food and

feed produced from GMOs. The department shall tegmnually to the general assembly on the

status of compliance by food preparers, distrimjtand manufacturers, by March 15 of each

year.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
LC00921
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO FOOD AND DRUGS -- GENETICALLY MODIFIEBORGANISMS TO BE
LABELED

*%k%k

This act would require that food and food produtesved from or containing genetically
modified organisms be labeled as such by the maturkx, retailer or other person before
putting it on the market for sale in Rhode Island.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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