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2013 -- H 5046

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - ELECTRIGA

Introduced ByRepresentatives Lombardi, Corvese, Williams, Harld Palumbo

Date IntroducedJanuary 10, 2013

Referred ToHouse Corporations

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Sections 5-6-1, 5-6-2, 5-6-8, 5-6-1®-50.1, 5-6-13, 5-6-19, 5-6-24 and 5-
6-32 of the General Laws in Chapter 5-6 entitletetEicians" are hereby amended to read as
follows:

5-6-1. Definitions. --For purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Electrical contractor" means a corporatiormfor person, who, by the employment

of journeypersons, performs the work of installeagd maintainingwires, conduits, apparatus,

fixtures, and other appliances for carrying or gsitectricity for light, heat or power purposes
exclusive of low voltage wiring for heating or rigfration equipment for service, maintenance,
and installation.

(2) "Electrical sign contractor" means a corpamti firm, or person who, by the
employment of electrical sign installers, perforthe work of installing, altering, and servicing
electrical signs.

(3) "Electrical sign installer* means a person ageyl in installing, altering, and
servicing electrical signs.

(4) "Fire alarm contractor" means a corporatiinm,for person who, by the employment
of fire alarm installers, performs the work of @fihg, altering and servicing and testing of fire
alarm systems in accordance with the Rhode Islared $afety Code, chapters 28.1 -- 28.39 of
title 23.

(5) "Fire alarm installation” means the instabiatior alteration of a fire alarm system
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according to the Rhode Island Fire Safety Code.

(6) "Fire alarm installer" means a person engageastalling, altering, or servicing and
testing of a fire alarm system used for the purpmiseausing an alarm to be sounded in case of
fire.

(7) "Journeyperson electrician” means a persomgdainy work of installing wires,
conduits, apparatus, fixtures, and other appliances

(8) "Lightning protection contractor® means a avgiion, firm or person, who by
employment of lightning protection installers, merhs the work of installing, altering,
maintaining, lightning protection systems. The tsgss" are defined and should be installed in
accordance with NFPA 780 current edition, andefbrenced NFPA documents.

(9) "Lightning protection installer" means a persmgaged in the installation, service or
maintenance of a lightning protection system adogrtb NFPA 780 current edition.

(10) "Oil burner contractor" means a corporatidinm, or person, who by the
employment of oil burnerpersons performs the wdrlkstalling and servicing oil and domestic
automatic coal burning heating equipment, includiegtral heating plants, and domestic type
range burners, and including all accessory equipmeamd control systems, excluding
thermostatic, mechanical, and low voltage wiring herating, ventilating and air conditioning
equipment.

(11) "Oil burnerperson” means a person doing aoykver installing or servicing oil
burners and other equipment installed and senbgegh oil burner contractor.

5-6-2. Work for which license required. --(a) (1) No person, firm, or corporation shall

enter into, engage in, solicit, advertise, bid for,work at the business of installing wires,
conduits, apparatus, fixtures, electrical sigrghthing protection equipment as defined in section

5-6-1, and other applianceand maintenance worflor carrying or using or generating electricity

for light, heat, fire alarms, as defined in chaf@8r25 of title 23, entitled "Fire Alarm Systems",
or power purposes, exclusive of low voltage wirfog heating/refrigeration equipment, or work
at the business of removing and reattaching egigtlactrical meters, unless that person, firm, or
corporation shall have received a license and tficate for the business, issued by the state
board of examiners of electricians of the divisadrprofessional regulation of the department of
labor and training in accordance with the provisisat forth in this chapter.

(2) That person shall carry this license on hikarperson at all times while so engaged,
and shall affix his or her contractor's license hanmto any advertisement and/or contract he or
she executes and/or to any bid he or she files aiyh consumer for his or her professional

services and to any applicable permit requiredHerperformance of those services.
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(b) Any person, firm or corporation which is reepd to apply for a permit from a local
building official for any work required to be perfoed by a person licensed under the provisions
of this chapter shall cause the work to be perfarimga person licensed under the provisions of
this chapter; provided, that the provisions of g@stion, except the provision regarding removing
and reattaching existing electrical meters, shallapply to owner-occupied single family homes.

5-6-8. Contractor's _certificates/licenses. --(a) Electrical contractor's license. -

Certificate A shall be issued to any person, firmcorporation, qualified under this chapter,

engaging in, or about to engage in, the businesastdlling and maintainingelectrical wires,

conduits, apparatus, fixtures, fire alarm and gaf®mmunication systems and other electrical
appliances, excluding low voltage wiring for hegtimentilating and air conditioning equipment.
The certificate shall specify the name of the peréiom, or corporation applying and the name of
the person, who in the case of a firm is one ofmgnbers, and in the case of a corporation, one
of its officers, passing the examination, by whighor she or it is authorized to enter upon or
engage in business as prescribed in the certificéte holding of a Certificate A does not entitle
the holder individually to engage in or perform thetual work of installing electric wires,
conduits, and appliances as previously describdtisrchapter, but entitles him or her to conduct
business as an electrical contractor.

(b) Oil burner contractor's license. - A Certified shall be issued to any person, firm,
or corporation qualified under this chapter, andagyed in, or about to engage in, the business of
an oil burner contractor, as defined in sectionh-&he certificate shall specify the name of the
person, firm, or corporation applying and the narhthe person who, in the case of a firm is one
of its members, and in the case of a corporatianaints officers, passing the examination, by
which he or she or it is authorized to enter uporemgage in business as prescribed in the
certificate. The holding of a Certificate E does antitle the holder individually to engage in or
perform any work on, or in connection with electrites, conduits, and appliances as previously
described in this chapter, but entitles the holderontract to do that work to the extent permitted
in this chapter, through the employment of oil rpersons holding a Certificate F. An oll
burner contractor who is the holder of a CertificAtis not required to obtain a Certificate E.

(c) Fire alarm contractor's license. - A Certifece&F shall be issued to any person, firm,
or corporation qualified under this chapter, angaged in or about to engage in the business of a
fire alarm contractor, as defined in section 5-6Ffie certificate shall specify the name of the
person, firm, or corporation applying and the persdo, in the case of a firm is one of its
members, and in the case of a corporation ones affiicers, passing the examination, by which

he or she or it is authorized to enter upon or gaga business as prescribed in the certificate.
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The holding of a Certificate AF does not entitle tholder individually to engage in or perform
and work on, or in connection with, electric wirisge alarm wires, conduits, and appliances as
previously described in this chapter, but entitles holder to contract to do that work to the
extent permitted in this chapter through the emplegt of fire alarm installers holding a
Certificate BF. A contractor who is the holder ofCartificate A is not required to obtain a
Certificate BF.

(d) Electrical sign contractor's license. - A @arate SCF shall be issued to any person,
firm, or corporation qualified under this chaptand engaged in or about to engage in the
business of electrical sign installations, as @&fim section 5-6-1.

(e) Lightning protection contractor. - A CertifteaLPC shall be issued to any person,
firm or corporation qualified under this chaptedangaged in or about to engage in the business
of lightning protection contractor, as defined ettson 5-6-1. The Certificate LPC shall specify
the name of the person, firm or corporation apghand the person who in the case of a firm, is
one of its members, and in the case of a corparatioe of its officers, passing the examination
by, which he or she or it is authorized to enteorupr engage in business as prescribed in the
certificate. The holding of a Certificate LPC daest entitle the holder individually to engage in
or perform and work on, or in connection with thstallation of lightning protection equipment
as defined in section 5-6-1, unless that individaiab holds a Certificate LPI, but entitles the
holder to contract to do that work to the exterpged in this chapter through the employment
of lightning protection installers holding a Cedite LPI.

5-6-10. Limited premises certificate/license. -A Certificate C shall be issued to the

department of transportation, state airport copamaand manufacturing and industrial firms that
regularly employ one or mor€lass B or Melectricians for installation and when the work
performed by those individuals is limited to maivdace and repair of electrical wiring, devices,
appliances, and equipment on the premises ownedaupied by the applicant. The application
must be made by a responsible officer of the fimd aontains a description of the premises
within which work is to be done under the permil. viiork must meet electrical and municipal

codes and must be permitted accordingly by the cipatlity.

5-6-10.1. Limited maintenance license. --A Certificate D shall be issued to

municipalities, schools, hospitals, colleges, dreotnon-manufacturing firms or establishments
who regularly employ one or more licensed eledtrisi (journeyperson/Class & Class M

when the work performed by those individuals isitéd to the maintenance of electrical wiring,
devices, appliances, and equipment on the premisegd or occupied by the applicant. The

applicant mustcontain a description of the premisigsin which work is to be done under the
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permit. All work must meet electrical and municigaldes and must be permitted accordingly by
the municipality.

5-6-13. Journeyperson and burnerperson restricteda work as employee of licensee.

-- () Except as provided in section 5-6-14, a hotifeat Certificate B is not entitled to do any

work of installing wires, conduits, apparatus, dds,er other appliancesor maintenance work

for carrying or using electricity for light, heair power purposes except as an employee of a
holder of a Certificate A, of a Certificate C, o€artificate D, or unless the holder of a Certifica
B is also registered as an electrical contractdriasids a certificate.

(b) A holder of a Certificate F is not entitleddo any work on electric wiring, conduits,
apparatus, fixtures, or other appliances for cagyar using electricity for light, heat, or power
purposes, except as an employee of a holder ofréfiGde E or A unless the holder of a
Certificate F is also registered as an oil burroertiactor and holds a Certificate E.

(c) A holder of a Certificate AF is limited to éiralarm, fixtures, equipment for fire alarm
purposes only, and life safety equipment only kb holder of a Certificate AF also holds a
Certificate BF.

(d) A holder of a Certificate SCF is limited toeelrical sign contracting only. A
Certificate CF is required for the actual instadiatof the electrical sign.

(e) A holder of a Certificate LPC is limited talitning protection contracting only. A
Certificate LPI is required for the actual instatha of the lightning protection system.

5-6-19. Display of licenses. {a) Holders of Licenses B, F, BF, Q#, A, E, AF, SCF,

LPC, and LPI shall be furnished by the divisionpobfessional regulation with evidence of
having been licensed in card form or otherwise,cwhghall be carried on the person of the
licensee and exhibited on request.

(b) Any sign, listing, or advertisement of any eéypf a holder of those licenses shall
contain the holder's name, address, and licensderimrovided, only those persons, firms, or
corporations who are holders of a Class A licensall be permitted to advertise for the
employment of journeyperson or electrical apprestic

5-6-24. Apprentices -- Reqistration fee. -{a) This chapter does not forbid the

employment of one properly limited registered appoe electrician working with and under the
direct personal supervision of a licensed journesge electrician. Additionally, this chapter does
not forbid the employment of: (1) one properly stgied apprentice oil burnerperson working
with and under the direct personal supervision ti€ensed oil burnerperson; (2) one properly
registered apprentice fire alarm installer workimigh and under the direct personal supervision

of a licensed fire alarm installer; or (3) two (@)operly registered apprentice electrical sign
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installer working with and under the direct perdosapervision of a licensed electrical sign
installer; (4) one properly registered apprenti@@ntenance electrician working with and under
the direct personal supervision of a valid ClassrClass D license holder; or (5) one properly
registered apprentice lightning protection instaldrking with and under the direct personal
supervision of a licensed lightning protection afistr (LPI). Apprentices are required to register
with the division of professional regulation inljaupon payment of a fee of twenty dollars
($20.00) per year. Apprentices are required tostegiwith the division of professional regulation
immediately upon employment with a properly licahselectrical contractor or lightning
protection contractor.

(b) Indentured apprentice electricians are reduioework a minimum of eight thousand
(8,000) hours over a period of time of not lesqitfaur (4) years and successfully complete one
hundred forty-four (144) hours of related instrantiper year in an indentured apprenticeship
program approved by the Rhode Island departmeralodr and training, to qualify for the
journeyperson "B" electrician examination; providhdwever, apprentices may receive credit for
one hundred forty-four (144) hours of classroormirg gained in a vocational school authorized
by the board of regents for elementary and secgnedducation and approved by the Rhode
Island department of labor and training apprenkigesouncil. Provided, that the test applicant
has possessed for at least four (4) years prigheofiling of the application a certificate of
registration in full force and effect from the depzent of labor and training of Rhode Island
specifying the person as an indentured apprentoe, the application of an applicant is
accompanied by an affidavit or affidavits of histar employer or former employers or other
reasonably satisfactory evidence showing that tppliGant has been actually engaged in
electrical work as an apprentice in Rhode Islandhduhose four (4) years, or the application is
accompanied by an affidavit or other reasonabligfsatory evidence showing that the applicant
has successfully completed a course of study iecagnized college or university and has
pursued a course of electrical technology for astiéwo (2) academic years or is the recipient of
an associate degree in electrical technology, asdlereafter been indentured by the department
of labor and training as an apprentice for at |&ast (2) years and employed as an indentured
apprentice by a duly licensed electrician mastethig state for a period of two (2) years, or a
showing that the applicant possesses a certifafdieense issued under the laws of another state

based on training equal to that required by théestd Rhode IslandLimited registered

apprentice electricians shall be required to wonkisimum of four thousand (4,000) hours over a
period of time of not less than two (2) years.

(c) Indentured apprentice maintenance electricaresrequired to work a minimum of
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six thousand (6,000) hours over a period of timaaifless than three (3) years and successfully
complete a one hundred forty-four (144) hours ddtesl instruction per year in an indentured
apprenticeship program approved by the Rhode Idapdrtment of labor and training, to qualify
for the journeyperson "M" electrician examinati®mnovided, however, that the test applicant has
possessed for at least three (3) years prior tofiting of the application a certificate of
registration in full force and effect from the dep@ent of labor and training of Rhode Island
specifying the person as an indentured apprentoe, the application of an applicant is
accompanied by an affidavit or affidavits of histar employer or former employers or other
reasonably satisfactory evidence showing that tppliGant has been actually engaged in
electrical work as an apprentice in Rhode Islandinduthose three (3) years. Class M
journeyperson electricians may qualify to take jingrneyperson "B" electrician examination
upon registering as a fourth year apprentice acdrbang employed by a properly licensed Class
A electrical contractor for that period of time.

(d) Apprentice lightning protection installers aefjuired to work a minimum of four
thousand (4,000) hours over a period of time of laes than two (2) years to qualify for the
lightning protection installer (LPI) examinationtoRided, that the test applicant has possessed
for at least two (2) years prior to the filing dfet application a certificate of registration inl ful
force and effect from the department of labor aathing of Rhode Island specifying the person
as an apprentice lightning protection installed #re application of an applicant is accompanied
by an affidavit or affidavits of his or her employer former employers or other reasonably
satisfactory evidence showing that the applicastbeen actually engaged in lightning protection
work as an apprentice during those two (2) years.

5-6-32. Authority of director to assess penalty. -{a) The director may assess an

administrative penalty on any person, firm, or cogtion for any violation of the provisions of
this chapter, after notice and a hearing, befok @on the recommendation of the board of
examiners of electricians in the amount of five dmex dollars ($500) for the first violation and
nine hundred fifty dollars ($950) for a subsequeatation. All funds collected by the labor and
training department under this section shall begqdain the restricted receipts account created
pursuant to section 28-22-1.1. This section isdditéon to any other action provided by law for
violations of this chapter.

(b) The chief of the section shall act as an itigator with respect to the enforcement of
all the provisions of law relative to the licensiafjelectricians and, to this effect, whenever a
complaint is made by the chief of the section te tlirector of the department of labor and

training or his or her designee that the provisiointhis chapter are being violated, the direcfor o
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the department of labor and training or his or designeenay shallissue an order to cease and
desist from that violation and may impose the aljmemalties against the violator and against the
contractor.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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AN ACT
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This act would include the maintenance of certdactdcal components within the
purview of this chapter.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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