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ARTICLE 7 SUBSTITUTE A

RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONSAUTHORITY

SECTION 1. Chapter 16-61 of the General Laws etitlPublic Telecommunications

Authority" is hereby repealed in its entirety:
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SECTION 2. Sections 16-28-4, 16-28-5 and 16-28-8hefGeneral Laws in Chapter 16-

28 entitled "Educational Television" are herebyeadpd.
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SECTION 3. Section 17-23-18 of the General Law€lmapter 17-23 entitled "Election

Offenses" is hereby amended to read as follows:

17-23-18. Political advertising from official budgés prohibited. -- (a) No elected

official shall permit the expenditure of public figrfrom any official budget under his or her
authority for any publication, advertisement, brcast, or telecast of his or her photograph,
voice, or other likeness to be broadcast or disteith to the public during the one hundred and
twenty (120) days preceding any primary or geneledtion in which he or she is a candidate.

(b) This section shall not be construed to ibtan official from appearing on regular

capitol television programming operated by the galnassembly or on television stations

operated bythe—Rhodelslancpublic—teleconmunications—atiority the Rhode Island PBS

Foundationduring the period of time or programming of reguta special meetings of city or
town councils or any local governmental board, ager other entity.

SECTION 4. Section 17-25-30 of the General Law<hapter 17-25 entitled "Rhode
Island Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Remd is hereby amended to read as
follows:

17-25-30. Public financing of election _campaigns €ompliance benefits. —(1)

Entitled to an additional benefit of free time oonmomunity antenna television to be allocated
pursuant to rules determined by the administratorttie division of public utilities. During all
allocated free time, the candidate shall personafipear and present the message of the

advertisement; provided, however, the content lofetdvision time shall include captioning for

Art7
RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONSAUTHORITY
(Page 10 of 13)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

the deaf and hard of hearing and the content ahdib time must be available in a written or text
format at the time of request; and
(2) Entitled to an additional benefit of free tinom any public broadcasting station

operating under the jurisdiction of the Rhode Idigmblictelecommunications—authoriBBS

foundationpursuant to rules determined by thetherity federal communications commission

(FCC) During all allocated free time, the candidate llsparsonally appear and personally
present the message of the advertisement; providedever, the content of all television time
shall include captioning for the deaf and hard ediimg and the content of all radio time must be
available in a written or text format at the tinfe@quest.

SECTION 5. Section 22-13-9 of the General Laws ima@er 22-13 entitled "Auditor
General" is hereby amended to read as follows:

22-13-9. Access to executive sessions of a publoercy — Access to records —

Disclosure by the auditor general. -{a) Whenever a public agency goes into executgsien,

the auditor general or his or her designated reptative shall be permitted to attend the
executive session or if the auditor general ordricher designee is not in attendance at the
executive session, the auditor general or his ordesignee, upon written request, shall be
furnished with copies of all data or materials fahed to the members of the public agency at the
executive session. If the auditor general or hib@rdesignee attends the executive session, the
auditor general shall be furnished the same datdhensame form and at the same time as
members of the public agency.

(b) Within three (3) working days of a writteequest by the auditor general, the public
agency shall furnish a copy, whether approved &y @gency or not, of the minutes of any
meeting, including any executive session of thdipatgency.

(c) The auditor general shall have full and uriah access to any and all records of any
public agency, in whatever form or mode the recondy be, unless the auditor general's access
to the records is specifically prohibited or lintitby federal or state law. In no case shall any
confidentiality provisions of state law be constfue restrict the auditor general's access to the
records; provided, the auditor general's accesanto confidential data shall not in any way
change the confidential nature of the data obtaivgtere an audit or investigative finding
emanates from confidential data, specific confidmhformation will not be made public. The
records shall include those in the immediate peszef a public agency as well as records
which the agency itself has a right to. In the ¢vera dispute between the agency involved and
the auditor general as to whether or not the datalved are confidential by law, the matter will

be referred to the attorney general for resolution.
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(d) (1) If in the course of an executive session any faches to the attention of the
auditor general or his or her designated represeatavhich in his or her judgment constitutes an
impropriety, irregularity, or illegal transactioor points to the onset of an impropriety or illegal
transaction, then the auditor general shall disclitet information to the joint committee on
legislative services, the director of administrafi@nd the chairperson of the public agency
involved. Where the facts or the data upon whiah fédicts are based are deemed confidential
pursuant to the provisions of federal or state ldne,auditor general's access to the information
shall not in any way change the confidential natirthe data obtained.

(2) In the event of a dispute between the ageneglved and the auditor general as to
whether or not the data involved are confidentialléw, the matter will be referred to the
attorney general for resolution.

(e) The auditor general or his or her designatpdesentative shall be immune from any
liability to any party for claims arising out ofsdilosure authorized by this section.

() For the purposes of this section, the phraseblip agency” shall include the
following: the Rhode Island industrial building hatity, the Rhode Island recreational building
authority, the Rhode Island economic developmemparation, the Rhode Island industrial
facilities corporation, the Rhode Island refundbmnd authority, the Rhode Island housing and
mortgage finance corporation, the Rhode Islanduresorecovery corporation, the Rhode Island
public transit authority, the Rhode Island studean authority, the water resources board, the
Rhode Island health and educational building cafon, the Rhode Island higher education
assistance authority, the Rhode Island turnpike lkrdge authority, the Narragansett Bay
commissionRhede-Island-public-telecommunications-authotie convention center authority,
channel-36-foundatiortheir successors and assigns, and any other baghprate and politic
which has been or which is subsequently createdtablished within this state.

SECTION 6. Chapter 39-19 of the General Laws etit'Community Antenna
Television Systems" is hereby amended by addingtbe¢he following section:

39-19-6.1. Public education and government televisi studios and equipment. --(a)

The division shall be empowered to manage and tpeudblic, education and government (PEG)

access television in Rhode Island; provided, howetat an existing cable television certificate

holder may, at its sole discretion, and for as lasgit desires to do so, elect to continue to

manage a PEG access studio within its service area.

(b) In carrying out the purposes of this secttbie, division may designate another entity,

whether public or private, to actually manage tlay-th-day operations of any PEG access

studios not being actively managed and operataghl®sixisting cable television certificate holder.
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These day-to-day operations shall include the mspoity of programming statewide

interconnect channels, and managing interconnegbptk in conjunction with the management

of PEG playback.

(c) The division shall fund the operations authedi under this section through PEG

access and interconnect fees, which shall be esdtet! by the division following public hearing

and notice to the state’s cable television cedtfcholders. Such fees shall be paid by the state’s

cable television certificate holders, who may inntyass through such expenses to their

respective subscribers in accordance with fedaval |

(d) In furtherance of exercising this authorityge tllivision shall promulgate such

reasonable rules and requlations that the divideams necessary to carry out its responsibilities.

SECTION 7. This article shall take effect as ofyJlj 2013.
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