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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

SENATE RESOLUTION
SENATE RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RHODE ISLAND DEPARIENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT IN DEVELOPING A STATEWIDESHELLFISH
MANAGEMENT PLAN

Introduced By:Senators Sosnowski, Walaska, Sheehan, AlgiereBates

Date IntroducedMay 31, 2012

Referred ToPlaced on the Senate Consent Calendar

WHEREAS, Rhode Island’s marine waters support b d@oay of shellfish resources,
including an abundance of bay quahogs and softeshelams (steamers), as well as mussels,
whelks, and recovering populations of oysters amddeallops; and

WHEREAS, The Ocean State possesses these preeismsreces that are of enormous
importance, stemming from their ecological valud #reir value as renewable natural resources
that provide food, recreation, jobs, income, afgoeconomic, social, and cultural benefits; and

WHEREAS, Aquaculture operations are increasinglpanant contributors to the food
system and the local economy, yet Rhode Island snakly a minor contribution to the annual
one billion dollar United States Aquaculture Indystranking at or near the bottom among all
states in terms of aquaculture production; and

WHEREAS, The ongoing and emerging shellfish resimmainitiatives offer significant
opportunities for broad public benefits, but thiatives are hampered by the non-existence of a
statewide plan or strategy in Rhode Island; and

WHEREAS, The Rhode Island Department of EnvironmleManagement (DEM), as
the chief steward of the State’s natural resourceerdinated with the Rhode Island Marine
Fisheries Council, the Rhode Island fishing comrnyjrand the general public to develop and
implement commercial and recreational fishery manaant programs; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Senate of the State of Rhothntésand Providence Plantations
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hereby recognizes and supports interagency coldibas that further Rhode Island’s shellfish
investment strategies for continued growth and diwersification into new opportunities to
ensure long-term viability and sustainability of industry; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Senate supports the work of Dlegpartment of Environmental
Management (DEM), in collaboration with the Coadfnagement Resources Management
Council (CMRC), the Rhode Island Department of Heé@DOH), and the University of Rhode
Island, in developing a comprehensive state shellfnanagement plan that includes ways to
further grow the Rhode Island industry, includingegiew of current regulations as they relate to
shellfish harvesting restoration projects and pgimg processes; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this plan shall guide and suppomulatory and management
coordination and consistency among state agenicielsiding DEM, DOH, and CRMC, other
public entities, municipalities, researchers, depets, and environmentalists within Rhode
Island’s state waters, to address short- and leng-strategies for the restoration and expansion
of Rhode Island’s shellfish resources and promotainjob creation and environmental
stewardship; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State be and heblyeis authorized and directed to
transmit duly certified copies of this resolutianMark Gibson, Deputy Chief, Division of Fish
and Wildlife of the Rhode Island Department of Eamimental Management and Grover Fugate,

Executive Director of the Coastal Resources Managei@ouncil.
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