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2012 -- S2860

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION - FOUNDATION LEVEL SCHOOL SUPORT

Introduced By:Senators Cote, and Picard

Date IntroducedApril 10, 2012

Referred ToSenate Finance

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 16-7-22 of the General Laws hay@er 16-7 entitled "Foundation
Level School Support" is hereby amended to reddlmsvs:

16-7-22. Determination of average daily membership. -- Each community shall be

paid pursuant to the provisions of section 16-7&tVv amount based upon the following
provisions:

(1) On or before September 1 of each year the geataily membership of each city and
town for the reference year shall be determinethbycommissioner of elementary and secondary
education from data supplied by the school commiite each community in the following
manner: The aggregate number of days of membeodhali pupils enrolled full time in grade
twelve (12) and below, except that pupils belowdgrane who are not full time shall be counted
on a full time equivalent basis: (i) increased bg aggregate number of days of membership of
pupils residing in the particular city or town widslition in schools approved by the department
of elementary and secondary education in othezscaind towns is paid by the particular city or
town; and (ii) decreased by the aggregate numbelagé of membership of nonresident pupils
enrolled in the public schools of the particuldy @r town and further decreased by the aggregate
number of days of membership equal to the numbegrofip home beds calculated for the
purposes of reimbursement pursuant to section 1#-B4and (iii) decreased further, in the case
of a city or town which is a member of a regioraiaol district during the first year of operation

of the regional school district, by the aggregatmber of days of membership of pupils residing
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in the city or town who would have attended theliguschools in the regional school district if
the regional school district had been operatingnduthe previous year, divided by the number of
days during which the schools were officially irssien during the reference year. The resulting
figures shall be the average daily membership Her dity or town for the reference year. For
purposes of calculating the permanent foundatiarcatibn aid as described in section 16-7.2-
3(1) and (2), the average daily membership for sclwtricts shall exclude charter school and
state school students.

(i) Provided, that notwithstanding the provisioristius section and of the definition of

“reference year” as set forth in section 16-7-16the event the city council of the city of

Woonsocket authorizes the institution of a full-d@ydergarten program and notifies the general

assembly of such decision prior to the passagheofibnual state budget legislation for the fiscal

yvear commencing July 1, 2012, the kindergartenesttgdin the city of Woonsocket shall be

considered full-time equivalent students, and #ference year used to determine the average

daily membership for the city of Woonsocket shallhboved forward one year and projected into

the fiscal year for which the appropriation is #®ghm. It is the intent of this section to provide

immediate funding for full-day kindergarten in tk#y of Woonsocket commencing with the

fiscal year in which the full-day kindergarten copmaes. In the event the city of Woonsocket so

decides to institute full-day kindergarten, the iw@mof kindergarten students used in calculating

the total average daily membership for the cityMafonsocket shall be determined by the number

of students reqistered for kindergarten with theowamcket school department on or before June

1, 2012. The provisions of this paragraph shallaitdr the method of determining the average

daily membership for all other students in the oityWoonsocket.

(2) The average daily membership of pupils atteggiinblic schools shall apply for the
purposes of determining the percentage of the'stsiti@re under the provisions of sections 16-7-
16(3), 16-7-16(10), 16-7-18, 16-7-19, 16-7-20, 1Bi7and 16-7.2-4.

(3) In the case of regional school districts, tggragate number of days of membership
by which each city or town is decreased in subdaivig1)(iii) of this section divided by the
number of days during which the schools attendethbypupils were officially in session shall
determine the average daily membership for theoregdischool district during the first year of
operation. After the first year of operation, the@age daily membership of each regional school
district, except the Chariho regional high schastritt, shall be determined by the commissioner
of elementary and secondary education from datpliegpby the school committee of each
regional school district for the reference yeathia manner provided in subdivision (1) of this

section.
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION - FOUNDATION LEVEL SCHOOL SUPORT
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This act would provide for accelerated educatiahfanding to the city of Woonsocket in
the event the Woonsocket city council makes a detation to institute full-day kindergarten
and notifies the general assembly of that determimgorior to passage of the budget for the
fiscal year commencing July 1, 2012.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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