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2012 -- S2611

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY - THE RHODE LAND LOCAL
AGRICULTURE AND SEAFOOD ACT

Introduced By:Senators Sosnowski, Walaska, McCaffrey, FelagSirekhan

Date IntroducedMarch 01, 2012

Referred ToSenate Environment & Agriculture

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Title 2 of the General Laws entitled "RIEULTURE AND FORESTRY"
is hereby amended by adding thereto the followimpter:
CHAPTER 25

THE RHODE ISLAND LOCAL AGRICULTURE AND SEAFOOD ACT

2-25-1. Short title. -- This chapter shall be known and may be cited asTthe Rhode

Island Local Agriculture and Seafood Act.”

2-25-2. Legidativefindings. -- The general assembly hereby finds and declares:

(1) A viable agricultural and seafood sector in &dhdsland represents part of a secure

regional food supply, which in turn lends itselfeioergy and economic efficiencies;

(2) The federal government and regional entitiesehastablished and continue to

establish programs and processes to support logatudural production and increased

consumption of locally produced food, and Rhodandl functions in whole or in part in the

context of federal and regional programs;

(3) The general public is increasingly interestetbrally produced food;

(4) The benefits of local food systems to local pmmities include open land, jobs,

nutritious and safe foods, and youth education dppiiies;

(5) Farms and commercial fishing are an integrail @aRhode Island’s overall economy;

(6) Encouraging the continued growth of Rhode Wlsmgricultural and seafood sectors
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is integral to reducing food insecurity in Rhodeutsl;

(7) Relationship-based food systems such as farsehool programs, community

supported agriculture (CSA) programs, farmers’ raggk and pick-your-own operations are

increasingly popular and offer areas of opportufotynew farmers; and

(8) The state of Rhode Island has historically sthhed programs to provide for and

reqgulate the agriculture and commercial fishing@esc

2-25-3. Legidative I ntent. -- The general assembly intends:

(1) To support and develop more robust and selbsuBg agricultural and seafood

sectors that also promotes emerging agricultuchistries;

(2) That policies and programs of the state wilbbmurt and promote the Rhode Island

agriculture and seafood industries as a vital compt of the state’s economy and essential

steward of our land and coastal waters;

(3) That current policies and programs pertainiogthie viability of Rhode Island’s

agricultural and seafood industries be reviewed @odirmed or changed in order to assure the

long-term economic prosperity of the industriesy an

(4) That Rhode Island will promote processing awodscimption of agricultural and

seafood products from within Rhode Island.

2-25-4. Definitions. -- When used in this chapter, the following terms Ishalve the

following meanings:

(1) "Director" means the director of the departmainénvironmental management or his

or her duly authorized agent or agents.

(2) “Program” means the local agriculture and sedfemall grants and technical

assistance program.

(3) “Fund” means the local agriculture and seafswll grants and technical assistance

—
c
>

2-25-5. Small grants and technical assistance program established. -- The department

of environmental management shall establish theal lagriculture and seafood small grants and

technical assistance program. Through the progdaen department shall: (1) Assist in the

marketing of Rhode Island grown agricultural praduand local seafood for the purpose of sale

and promotion within the state of Rhode Island anitédl States; (2) Enhance the economic

competitiveness of Rhode Island grown agricultupadducts and local seafood; (3) Provide

financial and technical assistance support to rorgéions and farmers for activities and

programs which enhance the economic viability olagriculture, and support the development

of a locally based, safe and sustainable food sysi@) Provide individual farm grants to small
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or beqginning Rhode Island farmers that supportetiiey or sustainability within the respective

industry; (5) Work with the state department cdltieto further develop and support food safety

related programs and standards pertaining to kxgadulture and seafood; and (6) Perform other

activities necessary to facilitate the success\aablility of the state’s agricultural and seafood

sectors.

2-25-6. Local agriculture and seafood small grants and technical assistance fund

established and solicitation of funding. -- (a) For the purpose of paying the costs to the

department of environmental management of admnmsiethe local agriculture and seafood

small grants and technical assistance programamthé purpose of carrying out the purposes of

the program as stated in subdivisions 2-25-5(3) 2/®%b-5(4) a restricted receipt account is

hereby created and known as the local agricultumé seafood small grants and technical

assistance fund.”

(b) The program shall be empowered to apply for @oeive from any federal, state, or

local agency, private foundation, or individualyagrants, appropriations, or qgifts in order to

carry out the purposes of the program establishegdtion 2-25-5.

2-25-7. Use of Funds.-- (a) A non-profit entity or small or beginning farmmaay apply

to the department of environmental management fgmaat to be used to fulfill the purposes of

the program as stated in subdivisions 2-25-5(3) 2128-5(4). Grants shall not exceed twenty

thousand dollars ($20,000) per vear. Applicatiamsyfants authorized under this section shall:

(1) Provide a brief summary of the nonprofit entdy small or beginning farmer’s

mission, goals, history, programs, and major acdisimpents, success stories and qualifications;

(2) Briefly describe the proposed project or prograhe capacity to carry out the

program and who will benefit from the program;

(3) Describe the expected outcomes and the indgafdhose outcomes;

(4) Outline the timeline to be used in the impletagon of the program or project; and

(5) Provide a program or project budget.

(b) The funds shall also be used by the departnenprovide administrative and

technical support of the program, and to leveraggnam funds with other potential federal, state

or nonprofit funding sources, and shall serve wetl, implement and enforce when appropriate

food safety related standards and programs rel&abedocal agriculture and seafood in

coordination with the Rhode Island department @fitheand appropriate federal agencies.

2-25-8. Accountability and oversight. -- (a) On an annual basis, the department shall

prepare a report that details the performanceefdtal agriculture and seafood small grants and

technical assistance program, and the expenditom@de during the prior year utilizing the
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funding from the local agriculture and seafood $mehnts and technical assistance fund and

other sources, and how the department plans toadficand use funds provided through the local

agriculture and seafood small grants and techrasalstance fund during the next year. The

report shall include any additional, relevant imi@tion relating to the administration of the

program, and the status of any state-based aanallassessments and local food production

assessments.

(b) The department shall annually schedule and wginohe or more public meetings to

solicit input from the general public on whethes firogram is meeting its intended purposes, and

to solicit recommendations for modifying the pragra

(c) The department shall annually submit the repoctuding an addendum summarizing

the feedback provided at the public meeting(s) regfeed section in 2-25-9, to the general

assembly.

2-25-9. Powers and Duties. -- The department of environmental management maytadop

any rules necessary for the administration of sbrtion.

SECTION 2. Section 2-1-8 of the General Laws ira@kr 2-1 entitled “Agricultural
Functions of the Department of Environmental Mamaget” is hereby amended to read as
follows:

2-1-8. Marketingfunctionsof-director——Promotion of Rhode Island grown farm

products and Rhode Idand seafood. -- The director of environmental managementested

with-autherity-asfellews:shall establish and administer a program to prortietenarketing of

Rhode Island seafood and farm products grown aoduged in Rhode Island for the purpose of

encouraging the development of the commercial risl@nd agricultural sectors in the state. The

director of environmental management shall:

(1) Fo—eollect Collect and diffuse timely information relative to the seaal supply,
demand and prevailing prices séafood andarm products, both at wholesale and retail, the
movement ofseafood andarm products through commercial channels, andgtrentities and
conditions ofseafood andiarm products in dry and cold storage.

(2) Fe-assistAssist and advise in the organization and maintenafgeamucers' and
consumers' cooperative selling and buying assoosti

(3) Fo-investigatdnvestigatethe cost of distributingeafood andarm products, both at
wholesale and retail, and to publish these findihgs may be of practical interest to the public.

(4) Fe—turnish Furnishadvice and assistance to the public with referéncleuying of
seafood andiarm products and other matters relativedafood andarm products.

(5) Fo-takeTakethose lawful measures that may be deemed advisalpeevent waste
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or uneconomical use gkafood andarm products.
(6) Fo—<cooperateCooperatewith various state and federal agencies havindatavith
seafood andiarm products.

(7) Conduct efforts to promote interaction and bess relationships between farmers,

fishermen and restaurants, grocery stores, institalt cafeterias and other potential institutional

purchasers of Rhode Island seafood and Rhode Isjeowin farm products, including, but not

limited to:

(i) Organizing state-wide or regional events prangpRhode Island grown or harvested

seafood and farm products, where farmers, fishermped potential institutional customers are

invited to participate. The director shall use brsher best efforts to solicit cooperation and

participation from the farm, corporate, retail, Wdsale and grocery communities in such

advertising, internet-related and event plannirigres.

(8) The director shall report annually to the geherssembly having cognizance of

matters relating to the environment on issues vafpect to efforts undertaken pursuant to the

requirements of this section. The director may &dopaccordance with section 2-1-9, such

regulations as deemed necessary to carry out tippges of this section.

SECTION 3. Title 21 of the General Laws entitledd®D AND DRUGS” is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following chapter:
CHAPTER 36

THE INTER-AGENCY FOOD & NUTRITION POLICY ADVISORY ©UNCIL

21-36-1. Short title. -- This chapter shall be known and may be cited asThe Inter-

Agency Food and Nutrition Policy Advisory Counciti®

21-36-2. Definitions. -- As used in this chapter, unless otherwise specitieslfollowing

words have the following meaning:

(1) "Council" means the inter-agency food and miotripolicy advisory council.

21-36-3. Council Composition. -- There shall be an inter-agency food and nutrition

policy advisory council which shall consist of tbr€) members: the director of health or his or

her designee; the director of environmental managérar his or her designee; and the director

of administration or his or her designee. The mesbéthe commission shall elect a chairperson

from among themselves.

21-36-4. Powers and Duties. -- (a) The council shall examine issues regarding the

identification and development of solutions to detmry and policy barriers to developing a

strong sustainable food economy and healthful thmrtrpractices.

(b) The council shall collaborate with other taskcEs, committees, or organizations that
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(c) The council shall collaborate with, serve assource to, and receive input from food

policy councils in the state.

(d) The council shall examine any other program jaolity issues the council considers

pertinent.

21-36-5. Reporting requirements. -- The council shall provide a written report to the

general assembly by March 30th of each year regauids activities for the preceding calendar

year.

21-36-6. Severability. -- If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part ofdépter shall

for any reason be adjudged by any court of compgteisdiction to be invalid, that judgment

shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remaindéit, but shall be confined in its operation to

the clause, sentence, paragraph or part direstbhiad in the controversy in which the judgment

shall have been rendered.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY - THE RHODE LAND LOCAL
AGRICULTURE AND SEAFOOD ACT

*%k%k

This act would direct the department of environrabntanagement would establish the
local agriculture and seafood small grants andnieahassistance program. The purpose of these
grants and programs would be to promote the saRhofle Island seafood and farm products. It
would also create the interagency food and nuitritiolicy advisory council.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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