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2012 -- S 2277 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY - ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP OBJECTIVES
FOR SCHOOLS

Introduced By:Senators Pichardo, Jabour, Metts, Picard, and I€yow

Date IntroducedFebruary 01, 2012

Referred ToSenate Environment & Agriculture

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 23-19.14-4 of the General LawsChapter 23-19.14 entitled
"Industrial Property Remediation and Reuse Actigseby amended to read as follows:

23-19.14-4. Obijectives of environmental clean-up. <a) The department of

environmental management will develop, maintain pmblish numerical objectives for the most

commonly found hazardous substances. These olgeatwll be applicable for the clean-up of

contaminated properties to levels which are pratecdf human health and the environment
based on current and reasonably foreseeable fusaref a property and the surrounding natural
resources.

(b)(1) The construction of any new school building;

(2) Construction of an addition to any existing@abuilding; or

(3) Leasing of any portion of an existing builditmgserve as a school, shall be prohibited

on any site where a release of volatile hazardoatemals and/or petroleum has occurred to the

subsurface, and the proposed remedy does not andoihl removal of contamination or

treatment of the contamination to neutralize théatle characteristics. Construction is not

allowed until the remedy has been completed, asahclip objectives has been achieved.

(c) The construction of any school building, or swaction of an addition to any existing

school building, or leasing of any portion of ansérg building to serve as a school on any

portion of a parcel of property formerly used fodustrial, manufacturing or landfill purposes
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that is contaminated by hazardous materials, aiien on a parcel of property described in

subsection (b) of this section, shall be prohibitetess at least thirty (30) days prior to selertin

the location for construction or leasing the buiffithe project sponsor undertakes all of the

following measures with ten (10) days prior writteotice to the public of each measure

undertaken:

(1) Prepares and posts on the sponsor's websitiétanweport that: (i) Projects the costs

to acquire or lease the property, and to cleandpnaaintain the property in accordance with the

department of environmental management's Rules Remllations for the Investigation and

Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (thedd@&ton Requlations); (i) Projects the

time period required to complete a cleanup of tieperty for school purposes prior to occupancy

by obtaining either a Letter of Compliance from t®martment of environmental management or

a determination by said department that the prgpsmot jurisdictional under the Remediation

Requlations; (iii) Discusses the rationale for see the property for use as school purposes and

an explanation of any alternatives to selectind padperty considered by the project sponsor;

(2) Solicits written comments on the report predaparsuant to subdivision (1) of this

subsection for a period of at least thirty (30)slafter posting said report on the sponsors website

and conducts a public hearing during said thir)) @ay period at which public comment is taken

on said report; and

(3) Prepares a second written report that sumnwmraaed responds to the public

comments received during the public comment peaiod at the public hearing and posts said

second report on the sponsor's website.

(d) The sponsor of any school project subject @ giovisions of subsection (c) of this

section shall consider the results and findingdaioad in the reports required by subsection (c)

when selecting the location of said project.

(e) As used in this section.

(1) The term "school" means any residential or residential school building, public,

private or charter, of any city or town or commynéducational system requlated, directly or

secondarily, by the board of regents for elemenaay secondary education or the department of

elementary and secondary education or any othés stducation board or local city or town

school board or school committee or other legatatanal subdivision acting under it. As used

in this chapter, the term "school or schools" idels;, but is not limited to, school playgrounds,

school administration buildings, indoor school atidl facilities, school gymnasiums, school

locker rooms, and similar school buildings. A sdheball not include any institutions for

education of adults (e.q. colleges, universitiagdgate schools, trade schools) or child-care
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facilities as regulated by the department of ckifldiyouth and families.

(2) The term "landfill" means for purposes of tlisction, any portion of a parcel of

property that was used as a landfill as defineskeittion 23-19.1-4 or a sanitary landfill, dump or

other disposal area where more than thirty (30)ccydirds of solid waste was disposed.

(3) The term "hazardous materials" means any nad¢ediefined as hazardous materials

pursuant to section 23-19.14-3.

(4) The term "solid waste" means any materialshéefias solid waste pursuant to section

23-18.9-7.
SECTION 2. Section 16-9-4.1 of the General Law<Cimpter 16-9 entitled "School
Funds and Property" is hereby amended to readlas/$o

16-9-4.1. New school construction -- Requlationsrftechnology reguirements. --(a)

The department of elementary and secondary educetitnstructed to develop regulations to
ensure that any city, town, or district which uridkes "new school construction" as defined in
this section provides in the planning for necessamng which is consistent with current
standards for computer networking technology irosth

(b) The sponsor of any new school constructiongatopr any school project involving

the leasing of any portion of an existing buildiiog use as a school shall also comply with the

requirements for schools set forth in section 23-481.

(c)b) For the purposes of this section, "new school ttaogon" means: (1) Any new
school buildings.
(2) Additions of any new classrooms to existingaa buildings.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY - ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP OBJECTIVES
FOR SCHOOLS
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This act would provide further regulation of thewd former hazardous material sites for
new construction.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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