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2012 -- S 2247

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND DIS(PLINE

Introduced By:Senators Ottiano, Perry, Bates, Tassoni, and Bi&al

Date Introduced]anuary 26, 2012

Referred ToSenate Health & Human Services

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 5-37-1 of the General Laws ira@hr 5-37 entitled "Board of
Medical Licensure and Discipline" is hereby amentierkad as follows:

5-37-1. Definitions. -- As used in this chapter:

(1) "Board" means the Rhode Island board of médicansure and discipline or any
committee or subcommittee thereof.

(2) "Chief administrative officer" means the adisirator of the Rhode Island board of
medical licensure and discipline.

(3) "Department" means the Rhode Island departaiemtalth.

(4) "Director" means director of the Rhode Islalghartment of health.

(5) "Health care facility" means any institutionbkalth service provider licensed
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 17 of tie 2

(6) "Health maintenance organization" means aipuhl private organization licensed
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 17 of tiBeo2 chapter 41 of title 27.

(7) "Limited registrant” means a person holdirlgrated registration certificate pursuant
to the provisions of this chapter.

(8) "Medical malpractice" or "malpractice" meams/dort, or breach of contract based
on health care or professional services renderedyhich should have been rendered, by a
physician, dentist, hospital, clinic, health mair#ece organization or professional service

corporation providing health care services and mmga under chapter 5.1 of title 7, to a patient
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or the rendering of medically unnecessary sengsegpt at the informed request of the patient.

(9) "Medical practice group” means a single legatity formed primarily for the
purpose of being a physician group practice in@ggnizational form recognized by the state in
which the group practice achieves its legal statududing, but not limited to, a partnership,
professional corporation, limited liability comparynited liability partnership, foundation, not-
for-profit corporation, faculty practice plan, amiar association.

(10) “Medical record” means a record of a patiemtedical information and treatment

history maintained by physicians and other medieasonnel, which includes, but is not limited

to, information related to medical diagnosis, imizations, allergies, x-rays, copies of laboratory

reports, records of prescriptions, and other te@innformation used in assessing the patient’s

health condition, whether such information is maiméd in a paper or electronic format.

20)11) "Nonprofit medical services corporation” or "noofir hospital service
corporation" means any corporation organized puntstoachapter 19 or chapter 20 of title 27 for
the purpose of establishing, maintaining, and dpeya nonprofit medical service plan.

1)(12) (i) "Peer review board" means any committee ofagiesor local professional
association or society including a hospital assimriaor a committee of any licensed health care
facility, or the medical staff thereof, or any coittee of a medical care foundation or health
maintenance organization, or any committee of degsional service corporation or nonprofit
corporation employing twenty (20) or more practicprofessionals, organized for the purpose of
furnishing medical service, or any staff commitegeconsultant of a hospital service or medical
service corporation, the function of which, or asfethe functions of which is to evaluate and
improve the quality of health care rendered by plens of health care service or to determine
that health care services rendered were profediiondicated or were performed in compliance
with the applicable standard of care or that thst @ health care rendered was considered
reasonable by the providers of professional headtie services in the area and shall include a
committee functioning as a utilization review cortteg under the provisions of 42 U.S.C.
section 1395 et seq.(Medicare law) or as a prajaasistandards review organization or
statewide professional standards review councieuttie provisions of 42 U.S.C. section 1301 et
seq. (professional standards review organizati@nsy similar committee or a committee of
similar purpose, to evaluate or review the diagnositreatment of the performance or rendition
of medical or hospital services which are performeader public medical programs of either state
or federal design.

(i) "Peer review board" also means the boardwudtees or board of directors of a state

or local professional association or society, @riged health care facility, a medical care
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foundation, a health maintenance organization, antiospital service or medical service
corporation only when such board of trustees ordoédirectors is reviewing the proceedings,
records, or recommendations of a peer review bofatlte above enumerated organizations.

42(13) "Person" means any individual, partnership, ficorporation, association, trust
or estate, state or political subdivision, or instentality of a state.

£3)(14) "Physician" means a person with a license to jmaetllopathic or osteopathic
medicine in this state under the provisions of ¢hiapter.

44)(15) "Practice of medicine" includes the practice dbdthic and osteopathic
medicine. Any person is regarded as practicing aneeliwithin the meaning of this chapter who
holds himself or herself out as being able to disgn treat, operate, or prescribe for any person
ill or alleged to be ill with disease, pain, injurgeformity or abnormal physical or mental
condition, or who either professes to heal, offeruadertake, by any means or method to
diagnose, treat, operate, or prescribe for anyopefsr disease, pain, injury, deformity or
physical or mental condition. In addition, one wdittaches the title, M.D., physician, surgeon,
D.O., osteopathic physician and surgeon, or angrashmilar word or words or abbreviation to
his or her name indicating that he or she is endjag¢he treatment or diagnosis of the diseases,
injuries or conditions of persons shall be heldeaengaged in the practice of medicine.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE AND DIS®PLINE
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This act would add a definition for medical recotolshe current statute.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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