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2012 -- H 7753

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO DOMESTIC RELATIONS - CIVIL UNIONS

Introduced ByRepresentatives Ferri, Walsh, Edwards, Messier Gimini

Date IntroducedFebruary 16, 2012

Referred ToHouse Judiciary

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 15-3.1-5 of the General Law<imapter 15-3.1 entitled "Civil

Unions" is hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. Chapter 15-3.1 of the General Laws leqtit "Civil Unions" is hereby

amended by adding thereto the following section:
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15-3.1-5.1. Protection of freedom of religion. {a) Consistent with the guarantees of

freedom of religion set forth by both the First Amdenent to the United States Constitution and

Article |, Section 3 of the Rhode Island Constitati each religious institution has exclusive

control over its own religious doctrine, policy,dateachings regarding which couples may join

together within their faith, and on what terms. ¢dwirt or other state or local governmental body,

entity, agency or commission shall compel, preventinterfere in any way with any religious

institution’s decisions about which couples maynjdogether within that particular faith’s

tradition.

(b) Consistent with the guarantees of freedom bfiom set forth by both the First

Amendment to the United States Constitution andckertl, Section 3 of the Rhode Island

Constitution, no reqularly licensed or ordainedagy@erson, minister, elder, priest, imam, rabbi,

or similar official of any church or religious danmation as described and authorized in section

15-3.1-4 of the general laws to officiate at alaivion, is required to solemnize any civil union.

A reqularly licensed or ordained clergyperson, siam, elder, priest, imam, rabbi, or similar

official of any church or religious denominatioraitbe immune from any civil claim or cause of

action based on a refusal to solemnize any civbdrunnder this chapter. No state agency or local

government may base a decision to penalize, withhehefits from, or refuse to contract with

any church or religious denomination on the refusad person associated with such church or

religious denomination to solemnize a civil uniardar this chapter.

(c)(1) No religious organization is required to yde accommodations, facilities,

advantages, privileges, services, or goods rel@dte solemnization or celebration of a civil

union.

(2) A religious organization shall be immune fromyecivil claim or cause of action,

including a claim pursuant to chapter 11-24 of deeeral laws, based on its refusal to provide

accommodations, facilities, advantages, privilegesyices, or goods related to the solemnization

or celebration of a civil union.

(3) For purposes of this section, “religious orgation” includes, but is not limited to,

churches, mosques, synagogues, temples, nonderimmalaninistries, interdenominational and

ecumenical organizations, mission organizationigh-faased social agencies, and other entities

whose principal purpose is the study, practicedwancement of religion.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO DOMESTIC RELATIONS - CIVIL UNIONS
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This act would prohibit governmental intervention ioterference with a religious
institutions’ doctrine, policy and/or teachings hwvitespect to which couples may join together
within a particular faith’s tradition. This act widualso immunize religious organizations and
officials from any civil claim based on their reéli$o solemnize or accommodate a civil union.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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