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2012 -- H 7686 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - SAMPLE TASTINGS

Introduced By Representatives Carnevale, Williams, Palumbo, Blercand DeSimone

Date IntroducedFebruary 16, 2012

Referred ToHouse Corporations

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 3-7-4.1 of the General Laws iha@er 3-7 entitled "Retail

Licenses" is hereby amended to read as follows:

samplings inside licensed premises Holders of retail Class A licenses permitted to conduct

wine, beer, malt beverage, liquor, cordial and alcoholic bever age samplings inside licensed
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(a) Any holder of a Class A retail license may pdey without charge, on-premises

sample tastings of wine and/or beer for prospeciistomers available for sale on such premises;

provided, however, that no single serving of wihallsexceed one ounce (10z.) nor be in excess

of 13% alcohol by volume and no single serving efibshall exceed one ounce (10z.) nor be in

excess of 5.5% of alcohol by volume. A licensee Wwhhis a license according to the provisions

of this section may also conduct on premises samiple and/or beer tastings; provided, further,

that the holder of a license issued pursuant toptbeisions of section 3-7-7 shall control the

dispensing of wine samples on the premises; andd®d, further, that food shall be served in

conjunction with such wine tasting conducted on ghemises of the holder of a license issued

pursuant to said section 3-7-7.

(b) Wholesalers and manufacturers licensed undapteh 3-6 may provide free wine

lawfully sold by such licensees to retail Classigehsees to conduct bona fide wine tastings,

solely to be dispensed at such tastings. Not nf@e hine (9) liters of wine of a wholesaler or

supplier may be furnished to or accepted by alr€lass A licensee authorized pursuant to this

section to conduct such tastings during any corsecthirty (30) days. Transportation and

delivery of such products by the wholesaler or $apdicense under chapter 3-6 shall be

accompanied by an invoice which states the amduiné® beverages being delivered to the retail

Class A licensee and the date of the tasting. idihsfree beverages delivered, but not used

during the tasting, shall be removed from the psesiiof the licensee and returned to the

wholesaler or manufacturers who delivered it andlldbe accompanied by an invoice which

states the amount of free beverages delivered tutised by the licensee during the tasting.

Persons handling, serving or dispensing any sueirhges shall be under the authority and

supervision of the retail Class A licensee condhgctihe tasting for all liability purposes. All

persons handling, serving or dispensing any suebrbges shall be trained and certified through

a registered alcohol server program.

A manufacturer under section 3-6-1 may provide whalesale licensee under chapter 3-
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6 free wine lawfully sold by said wholesale licemder the wholesale licensee to furnish to any

retail Class A licensee solely for use at a tadfitiee wholesaler and manufacturer agree. For the

purposes of this paragraph, the word “manufactuskéll mean a licensee or a holder of a license

under section 3-6-1.

(c) Wholesalers and manufacturers licensed undapteh 3-6 may provide alcoholic

beverages lawfully sold by such licensees to refdilss A licensees to conduct bona fide

alcoholic beverage tastings, solely to be disperdesiich tastings. Not more than one liter of

alcoholic beverages of a wholesaler or manufactuay be furnished to or accepted by a retalil

Class A licensee authorized pursuant to this sect®m conduct such tastings during any

consecutive thirty (30) days. Transportation anlivdiey of such products by the wholesaler or

manufacturer licensee shall be accompanied by woicde which states the amount of free

alcoholic beverages being delivered to the retlES A licensee and the date of the tasting. All

such free alcoholic beverages delivered, but netl whiring the tasting, shall be removed from

the premises of the licensee and returned to thaesbler or manufacturer who delivered it and

shall be accompanied by an invoice which statesutheunt of free alcoholic beverages delivered

but not used by the licensee during the tastingsd?s handling, serving or dispensing any such

beverages shall be under the authority and supenved the retail Class A licensee conducting

the tasting for all liability purposes. All persofsndling, serving or dispensing any such

beverages shall be trained and certified througdygestered alcohol server program.

A manufacturer may provide to a wholesale licerfsee alcoholic beverages lawfully

sold by said wholesale licensee, for the wholedaknsee to furnish to any retail Class A

licensee solely for use at a tasting if the whdérsand manufacturer agree. For the purposes of

this paragraph, the word “manufacturer” shall mealicensee or a holder of a certificate of

compliance under said chapter 3-6.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.

LC00913/SUB A/2 - Page 3 of 4



EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES - SAMPLE TASTINGS

*k%k

This act would expand the scope of allowable sgs/at the beer and wine tastings.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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