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2012 -- H 7576

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION - SHARED USE AGREEMENTS

Introduced ByRepresentatives Naughton, Slater, Keable, Gallisond Cimini

Date IntroducedFebruary 15, 2012

Referred ToHouse Health, Education & Welfare

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Title 16 of the General Laws entitleddUEation" is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following chapter:
CHAPTER 96

SHARED USE AGREEMENTS

16-96-1. Shared use agreements.(a) A school district may allow public use of indoo

and outdoor school property during non-school hdarsrecreational purposes or sport. The

school district shall ensure that the use of sclaailities does not interfere with their use for

school purposes.

(b) A municipality, school district, school persahrmor school committee shall not be

liable for any claim from a loss or injury arisifipom the use of indoor or outdoor school

property and facilities made available for pub&cneation or sport during non-school hours.

(c) Nothing in this section limits the liability af municipality, school district, school

personnel or school committee for acts or omissrsstituting gross negligence or willful or

wanton conduct.

(d) Schools districts are encouraged to negotiataétuatly acceptable, fiscally

responsible, legally binding shared use agreemeitisgovernmental and community agencies

and organizations to keep school property openufs by students, staff, and community

members _during non-school hours. Shared-use agrdésnshould describe specific activities,

times, and eligible participants and address sugienv of minors; injury liability protections,
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funding sources, cost-sharing of utilities; angessive responsibilities for maintenance, cleanup,

and security.

(e) School districts may work with recreation adegsc and other community

organizations to coordinate and enhance opporésnivailable to students, staff and the public

for physical activity during non-school hours.

(f) As used in this section, the following termskave the following meanings:

(1) “Recreation” means any indoor or outdoor gamphysical activity, either organized

or unorganized, undertaken for exercise, relaxatomrsion, sport, or pleasure.

(2) “School” means public elementary and secondahpol as outlined in Title 16.

(3) “School property” means all indoor or outdotrustures, facilities and land, whether

owned, rented or leased by the school or schotldis

(4) “Sport” means an activity requiring physicaleexon and skill, and which by its

nature and organization is competitive, includetof rules and generally accepted as being a

sport.

(5) “Shared use agreement” means a legal agreethemtdefines the rights and

responsibilities of the school district and anotbeganization or government agency for use of

the school facilities for recreation, sport or atharpose of importance to the community.

(6) “Public” means members of the community, inghgdstudents during non-school

hours and school staff when not working as empleydd¢he school.

(7)_“Non-school hours” means during the week piiorand after reqular classroom

instruction, and during weekends, holidays and tiacdreaks.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION - SHARED USE AGREEMENTS

*%k%k

This act would permit school districts to make s#haroperty available to community
members outside of the school day for recreatiantVities and sport to support active living,
reduce obesity, reduce health care costs assocwetbdobesity and maximize community
resources.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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