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2012 -- H 7485

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - DEPARTMHET OF
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Introduced ByRepresentative Arthur Handy

Date IntroducedFebruary 09, 2012

Referred ToHouse Environment and Natural Resources

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Purpose and findings. — The generahalsisefinds and declares:

(1) The ability of the department of environmentenagement to comply with statutory
requirements that establish protocols and procedargovern its programs is critical to ensuring
the optimal performance of the department andragnams;

(2) Statutes governing the department of environaienanagement and its programs are
outdated or are no longer applicable to the funstiand mission of the department.

(3) It is essential that the state ensure the ¢ieeat of environmental management’'s
activities, functions, programs, and services mbetneeds of Rhode Island citizens and are
effective and efficient in achieving the departngntission.

SECTION 2. Section 5-51-2 of the General Laws im@hr 5-51 entitled "Rhode Island
State Board of Examiners of Landscape Architest$leireby amended to read as follows:

5-51-2. Board -- Creation -- Composition -- Appointment, terms, and qualifications

of members -- Duties -- Compensation. -- (a) (1) There is established a state board ofslzayuk

architects which consists of seven (7) members.

(2) On May 19, 1975, the governor shall appoireg orember to serve until the first day
of February, 1976, or until his or her success@pigointed and qualified; one member to serve
until the first day of February, 1977, or until lwisher successor is appointed and qualified; one

member to serve until the first day of February78,9r until his or her successor is appointed
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and qualified; one member to serve until the faday of February, 1979, or until his or her
successor is appointed and qualified; and one metobgerve until February, 1980, or until his
or her successor is appointed and qualified.

(3) Upon completion of the original term the teraisnembers identified in subdivision
(2) of this subsection shall be for five (5) years.

(4) One member of the board shall be from the gémaiblic-and-one-member-shall be

anagerddese—memberdThis membershall
serve for terms of five (5) years.

(5) Fhree{(3)-memberfour (4) member®f the board shall be landscape architects

whose residences and principal places of busineat Ise within this state, who have been
actively engaged in the practice of landscape tachire within this state. The original
appointees to the board do not need to be registawe engaged in the practice of landscape
architecture for a minimum of four (4) years.

(6) The governor may remove any member from offaremisconduct, incapacity or
neglect of duty.

(b) During the month of July of each year, therHoshall elect from its members a
chairperson and a vice chairperson.

(c) The secretary of the board shall keep a tnadecamplete record of all proceedings of
the board and shall aid in the enforcement of¢hapter.

(d) The board may make all necessary regulatiodsbglaws not inconsistent with this
chapter.

(e) In carrying into effect the provisions of thehapter, the board may subpoena
witnesses and compel their attendance and mayreethe production of books, papers, and
documents in any proceeding involving the revoecatbregistration, or practicing or offering to
practice without registration.

(1) Any member of the board may administer oathsaffirmations to witnesses
appearing before the board.

(2) If any person fails to appear in responsehd process, or if, having appeared in
obedience to the process, he or she refuses tceaaswy pertinent questions put to him or her by
any member of the board or its counsel, he orghan presentation of those facts to the superior
court, shall be subject to any fines and penattiasmight be imposed by this court if that failure
or refusal occurred in any civil action pendinghat court.

(f) The board may establish a procedure for comfdaconcerning any licensed or

certified landscape architects.
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(9) The board shall establish procedures and arogrin conjunction with the
department of environmental management and mayadlgnpublish a report of its activities,
operations, and recommendations.

(h) Members of the board shall not be compendatetieetings attended.

SECTION 3. Chapter 42-110 of the General Laws lertit'‘Chemical Purchasing Act" is
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hereby repealed in its entirety.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - DEPARTMET OF
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

*%k%k

This act would promote the efficient function ofetldepartment of environmental
management by removing the department of envirotetheranagement from membership on the
state board of examiners of landscape architeatls rapealing the chemical purchasing act
regarding the administration of chemical purchasicenses.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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