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2012 -- H 7112 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

AN ACT

RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - CORREGQONS DEPARTMENT

Introduced ByRepresentatives Tanzi, Walsh, Lally, Dickinsord &aSilva

Date Introduced]anuary 12, 2012

Referred ToHouse Judiciary

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1 Sections 42-56-24 and 42-56-26 of the GeneralsLemwChapter 42-56
entitled "Corrections Department" are hereby amdndeead as follows:

42-56-24. Earned time for good behavior or progranparticipation or completion. —

(a) A person serving a sentence of a violation of sestil1-5-1 (where the specified felony is

murder), 11-23-1, 11-26-1.4, 11-37-2, 11-37-8.1137-8.3 shall not be eligible to earn time off

their term or terms of incarceration for good bebav

(b) The director, or his or her designee, shall keegaord of the conduct of each
prisoner, and for each month that a prisoner wimh®gen sentenced to imprisonment for six (6)
months or more and not under sentence to imprisonioe life, appears by the record to have
faithfully observed all the rules and requiremenfsthe institutions and not to have been
subjected to discipline, and is serving a sentémp®sed for violation of sexual offenses under
sections31-372-11-37-4, 11-37-6, 11-37-8:1-37-81and-1137-8.3 or 11-9-1.3 there shall,
with the consent of the director of the departm&ntorrections, or his or her designee, upon
recommendation to him or her by the assistant tireaf institutions/operations, be deducted
from the term or terms of sentence of that prisathersame number of days that there are years
in the term of his or her sentence; provided, Wiagn the sentence is for a longer term than ten
(10) years, only ten (10) days shall be deductedfe month's good behavior; and provided,
further, that in the case of sentences of at lE&g6) months and less than one year, one day per

month shall be deducted.
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For the purposes of this subsection computing theber of days to be deducted for
good behavior, consecutive sentences shall be edusd a whole sentence. This subsection
recognizes the serious nature of sex offenses; giestcommunity safety and protection of the
public; and maintains the ability of the departmeihtorrections to oversee the rehabilitation and
supervision of sex offenders.

{b) (c) For all prisoners serving sentences of more thas month, and not serving a
sentence of imprisonment for life or a sentenceoseg for a violation of theexualoffenses
identified in subsection (ar (b) the director, or his or her designee, shall keepcard of the
conduct of each prisoner, and for each month thaomper has faithfully observed all the rules
and requirements of the institutions and has nehIseibjected to discipline, there shall, with the
consent of the director of the department of cdimas or his or her designee and upon
recommendation by the assistant director of irtsdits/operations, be deducted from the term or
terms of sentence of that prisoner ten (10) daysdoh month's good behavior.

{e) (d) For every day a prisoner shall be shut up or ottserdisciplined for bad conduct,
as determined by the assistant director, instistioperations, subject to the authority of the
director, there shall be deducted one day fromtithe he or she shall have gained for good
conduct.

{h) (e) The assistant director, or his or her designabjest to the authority of the
director, shall have the power to restore lost goodduct time in whole or in part upon a
showing by the prisoner of subsequent good behavidrdisposition to reform.

{e) () For each month that a prisoner who has been smudn imprisonment for more
than one month and not under sentence to imprisanfoe life who has faithfully engaged in
institutional industries there shall, with the centsof the director, upon the recommendations to
him or her by the assistant director, institutiopgtations, be deducted from the term or terms of
the prisoner an additional two (2) days a month.

& (g) Except those prisoners serving a sentence impiosedolation of subsection (a)
or (b) omrsosasionse—cemmitcdnrdorsestiops it 1007 1107 6 Q1000 1107
84113783 or119-1.3 for each month that a prisoner who has been sesde to
imprisonment for more than one month and not ursdgtence to imprisonment for life has
participated faithfully in programs that have be&termined by the director or his/her designee
to address that prisoner's individual needs ttatelated to his/her criminal behavior, there may,
with the consent of the director and upon the reuendation of the assistant director,
rehabilitative services, be deducted from the terrerms of the prisoner up to an additional five

(5) days a month. Furthermore, whenever the prisbas successfully completed such program,
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they may; with the consent of the director and ugp@nrecommendation by the assistant director,
rehabilitative services, be deducted from the ternterms of the prisoner up to an additional
thirty (30) days.

42-56-26. Additional time allowed for meritorious grvice. —\With-the-exceptiomfthe

sentence—was—mposed-before—orafter May-8.- IPfidoners sentenced to imprisonment for

violations of offenses identified in subsections56224 (a) and (byhall be eligible to have

deducted from his or her sentence up to threed®$ ger month up to a maximum of thirty-six
(36) days per year, when in the determination efdinector, or his or her designee, an inmate has
performed heroic acts affecting the lives and welfaf the institutional personnel, inmates, or the
general public, or when an inmate has submittechesdinary and useful ideas and plans which
have been implemented for the benefit of the s&galting in substantial savings and/or a higher
degree of efficiency or performance while partitipgin and completing academic or vocational
education programs, or when an inmate has submitsedul ideas concerning academic or
vocational programs which have been implementeédeatidult correctional institutions. Nothing
in this section shall be construed to deprive agmer of time already accumulated or deducted
prior to May 8, 1974.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on July 112@nd shall apply to all criminal

offenses that occur on or after that date.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - CORREKQONS DEPARTMENT

*k%k

This act would exclude certain offenses from ellgibfor earned time for good behavior
or program participation or completion.
This act would take effect on July 1, 2012 and dapply to all criminal offenses that

occur on or after that date.
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