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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2026

AN ACT

RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- STANDARD AND DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME

Introduced By: Senators Paolino, Rogers, Ciccone, Tikoian, Lauria, Murray, de la Cruz,
Urso, Patalano, and Famiglietti
Date Introduced: January 16, 2026

Referred To: Senate Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Sections 42-5-1 and 42-5-2 of the General Laws in Chapter 42-5 entitled

"Standard and Daylight Saving Time" are hereby repealed.
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SECTION 2. Title 42 of the General Laws entitled "STATE AFFAIRS AND

GOVERNMENT" is hereby amended by adding thereto the following chapter:
CHAPTER 5.2

STANDARD SAVING TIME

42-5.2-1. Period and effect of standard saving time.

Standard time within the state shall be permanent standard time, as defined by “United

States Standard Eastern Time” and shall be exempt from the advancement of time as provided by

the federal Uniform Time Act of 1966, 15 U.S.C. § 260(a). Standard time shall apply to all laws,

statutes, orders, decrees, rules and regulations relating to the time of performance of any act by any

officer or department of the state, or of any county, city, town or district thereof, or any other

political subdivision. Standard time shall also apply to all laws, statutes, orders, decrees, rules and

requlations relating to the time in which any rights shall accrue or determine, or within which any

act shall or shall not be performed by any person subject to the jurisdiction of the state in all public

schools and in all institutions of the state, or of any county, city, town or district thereof, or any

other political subdivision thereof and in all contracts in action made or to be performed in the state.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage and enactment by law of a permanent
year-round “United States Eastern Standard Time” in the states of Connecticut, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island and VVermont, in substantially the same form as § 42-5.2-1 and upon

a date agreed upon by all five (5) states.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- STANDARD AND DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME

*k*k

This act would repeal daylight savings time in the state and follow the “United States
Standard Eastern Time” as provided by an exemption from the advancement of time as provide by
the federal Uniform Time Ac of 1966, 15 U.S.C. § 260(a).

This act would take effect upon passage and enactment by a law of a permanent year-round
“United States Eastern Standard Time” in the states of Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont, in substantially the same form as § 42-5.2-1 and upon a

date agreed upon by all five (5) states.
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